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SHEFFIELD:  A  LANDSCAPE  OF  FARMS 


Imagine  Sheffield  without  farmland, 
without  open  views  of  cornfields  and 
hayfields,  barns  and  cows.  Take  a  drive 
or  a  walk  down  Boardman  or  Hewins 
Street  or  travel  along  the  Undermountain 
Road  or  Route  7  and  think  back  to  1950. 

In  those  days  37  percent  of  the  land 
in  Sheffield  was  intensively  cultivated  or 
used  as  pasture  for  sheep,  goats,  horses, 
and  dairy  and  beef  cattle.  Farms  lined 
much  of  Root  Lane,  cattle  grazed  beside 
Willard  Brook  and  all  along  Barnum 
Street  and  in  fields  by  Kelsey  Road, 
Sheffield-Egremont  Road,  and  Hewins 
and  Boardman  Streets.  Twenty-five 
individual  dairy  farms  milked  more  than 
2,500  cattle,  and  the  town  was  dotted 
with  smaller  farmsteads  with  pens  of 
ducks,  pigs,  chickens,  as  well  as  several 
orchards  and  extensive  gardens.  Today, 
about  15  percent  of  Sheffield's  land  is 
farmed.  Only  four  dairy  farms  continue  to 
produce  milk  from  individual  herds  much 
larger  than  those  of  25  or  50  years  ago, 
combined  they  total  almost  2,200  cattle. 

Farms  have  been  central  to  Sheffield, 
its  cultural  history  and  its  economy  even 
before  the  town  was  incorporated  in 
1734.  The  advantages  of  the  rich  alluvial 
soils  along  the  Housatonic  River  Valley 
first  attracted  settlers  from  eastern  towns 
where  the  gravel  and  rock  grew  as  fast  as 
potatoes  or  where  land  prices  had  grown 


too  steep  .  Today  these  valley  soils  still 
enable  farmers  to  continue  to  produce 
food  for  humans  and  livestock  on  many 
of  the  same  fields. 

Continued  agricultural  success  is  due 
in  part  to  the  chemistry  of  the  limestone 
bedrock  of  Sheffield.  Limestone,  easily 
dissolved,  provides  a  relatively  neutral 
balance  to  the  acidic  rainfall  and  to  the 
stream  waters  running  down  over  the 
more  acidic  minerals  of  the  hills  on 
either  side  of  the  valley.  The  favorable 
soils  are  found  in  many  hundreds  of 
level  acres  where  "the  soil  stays  put." 
Small  wonder,  then,  that  Sheffield 
currently  can  boast  that  more  of  its 
30,000  acres  are  devoted  to  food  produc- 
tion than  any  other  Berkshire  County 
town,  approximately  4,200  acres  for  field 
corn  and  pasture  (and  hundreds  more  for 
a  sod  operation,  floriculture,  and 
vegetables)  out  of  the  22,000  farm  acres 
across  the  County. 

Helping  farmers  stay  farmers 

I^ess  than  one  quarter  percent  of  the 
town's  population  is  actively  involved  in 
farming  these  acres.  The  pressures  on 
the  land  and  on  the  men  and  women  who 
serve  as  its  stewards  mount  steadily  and 
have  been  the  subject  of  many  surveys, 
discussions  and  amelioration  attempts. 
Their  steadfastness  benefits  the  town  in 


many  ways. 

Of  the  196  respondents  to  the  survey 
guiding  the  "1987  Open  Space  Plan  for 
Sheffield,"  100  percent  cited  the  most 
important  advantage  to  living  in  the 
town  as  the  "rural  and  natural  character- 
istics." Preservation  of  farmland  and 
forest  lands  were  also  listed  as  key  to  the 
town's  desirability  The  survey  noted  as 
well  that  other  attributes  of  the  rural 
atmosphere  included  wood  corridors 
between  fields  for  wildlife  habitat,  the 
vast  acreage  which  remains  open  for 
groundwater  recharge  (as  opposed  to 
surfaces  of  roads  and  roofs),  and  the 
aesthetic  pleasures  of  looking  across 
well-tended  fields  to  the  mountains. 

At  a  panel  discussion  on  farming  in 
Sheffield  hosted  by  the  Sheffield  Land 
Trust  this  past  February,  Jonathan  Healy, 
then  Commissioner  of  the  Massachu- 
setts Dept.  of  Food  &  Agriculture,  spoke 
to  the  subject  of  the  disappearance  of 
family  farms,  the  attempts  through  state 
programs  to  hold  onto  land  for  produc- 
tion of  food  and  fiber,  and  the  difficulties 
of  maneuvering  through  Congress  a 
new  farm  bill  that  would  assist  New 
England  farmers  as  well  as  those  from 
the  Midwest  and  West. 

Commissioner  Healy  described  some 
of  the  programs  in  Massachusetts  that 
have  assisted  farmers'  efforts  to  remain 
in  farming,  including  the  Agricultural 
Preservation  Restriction  program.  Since 
its  passage  in  1977,  the  APR  program 

Continued  on  page  3 
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Supporting  Sheffield's  Farmers 

Farmers  in  Sheffield  have  continued 
to  work  the  land  for  more 'than  250 
years,  and  our  town  would  be  a  very 
different  place  without  its  farms.  As  the 
story  on  page  one  points  out,  farms  not 
only  provide  fresh  food  but  are  the 
reason  for  the  pastoral  land  scape  and 
open  land  that  makes  Sheffield  increas- 
ingly unique  in  New  England.  Farmers 
and  the  agricultural  heritage  are  an 
important  part  of  life  here. 

Sheffield's  rolling  fields  and  moun- 
tain vistas  remind  many  of  northern 
California,  Wisconsin,  and  Italy.  People 
visit  and  settle  here  because  of  these 
views  and  our  way  of  life.  Our  tourist 
economy  relies  on  both,  and  they  are 
maintained  by  Sheffield's  farms. 

What  can  you  do  to  support  local 
farmers? 

•  Buy  local.  As  the  cover  story  points 
out,  food  dollars  spent  at  local 
farmstands,  at  the  Sheffield  Farmers 
Market,  and  at  restaurants  that  use 
locally  grown  food  help  your  neighbors 
and  your  town.   [Those  dollars  also 
remain  in  the  community  to  be  spent  at 
other  local  businesses,  increasing  their 
value  to  the  local  economy] 

•  Realize  that  while  farming  main- 
tains the  character  and  rural  beauty  of 
our  community,  not  every  aspect  about 
it  is  pretty  and  neat.  And  those  aspects, 
just  like  the  need  to  spread  manure  to 
dispose  of  wastes  in  a  way  that  replen- 
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ishes  the  soil.,  need  to  be  understood. 

•  Write  and  call  your  Massachusetts 
State  legislators  (Andrea  Nuciforo  and 
Chris  Hodgkins)  and  ask  that  they 
support  the  business  of  farming,  and 
bonds  and  legislation  that  provide  more 
agricultural  preservation  and  farm 
infrastructure  funding. 

•  Get  involved  in  the  development  of 
Sheffield's  master  plan.  Watch  the 
Sheffield  Times  and  other  local  press 
for  more  on  how  to  do  this.  As  Jonathan 
Healy  then  Commissioner  of  the 
Massachusetts  Department  of  Food  & 
Agriculture,  noted  in  the  land  trust 
lecture,  studies  show  that  keeping  land 
in  agriculture  can  be  sound  fiscal  policy 
for  local  governments.  Farms,  as 
opposed  to  some  other  uses,  typically 
pay  more  in  taxes  to  towns  than  towns 
have  to  spend  on  them  in  services. 


Thanks  to  all  those  who  have  donated 
since  the  last  issue  to  help  keep  the 
Sheffield  Times  going!   To  anyone  we 
missed,  we'll  get  you  into  the  next  issue. 

Betty  &  Fred  Bangs 

Bill  &  Penny  Browne 

Betty  Chapin 

Natalie  Funk 

Michael  J.  Giulian 

Madi  Lanier 

Gertrude  LeGeyt 

Papachristou  Family 

Betty  &  Wes  Petersen 

David  &  Judith  Steindler 

Jan  and  Denny  Tresp 

Susan  &  Stuart  Twemlow 

Merle  and  Karen  Varney 

Diana  &  Henry  Vollmer 

Jeff  Waingrow 


CONGRATULATIONS 
BOB  &  DORRIS 

VAN  DEUSEN! 

Van  Deusens  Wed  50  Years 

Robert  and  Dorris  Van  Deusen 
were  honored  for  their  50th 
anniversary  at  the  American 
Legion  Hall  in  Sheffield  where  their 
sons  and  daughters-in-law  gave  a 
party  for  15  friends  and  family 
members. 

The  Van  Deusens  were  married 
January  19,  1952  in  Hernando, 
Mississippi. 

A  native  of  Millington,  Tenn., 
Dorris  is  a  retiree  from  Becton 
Dickinson  in  Cannan,  CT,  and  is  a 
member  of  the  American  Legion 
Auxiliary  Post  #340. 

Originally  from  New 
Marlborough,  MA,  Bob  is  a  veteran 
of  the  Korean  War,  four  years  in 
the  U.S.  Navy,  and  is  a  member  of 
the  American  Legion  Post  #340. 
He  has  also  been  a  member  of  the 
Southern  Berkshire  Regional 
School  District  School  Committee 
for  over  10  years. 

The  Van  Deusens  have  owned 
and  operated  Van  Deusen  Realty 
for  the  past  30  years.  They  have  5 
grandchildren:  Brenda,  Danielle, 
Barry  Jr.,  Arielle,  and  Meghan. 

The  ceremony  of  the  renewal  of 
their  marriage  vows  was  conducted 
by  the  Rev.  Steve  Felker,  the  former 
pastor  of  the  United  Church  of 
New  Marlborough,  of  which  the 
Van  Deusens  are  members. 


Continued  from  page  I 

has  facilitated  protection  of  over  500 
farms  through  the  purchase  of  the 
development  rights  of  each  farm.   By 
purchasing  this  land  value,  the  Common- 
wealth allows  the  farmer  to  realize  the 
part  of  the  land's  equity  that  has  been 
"locked  up."  In  exchange,  the  land  owner 
agrees  to  prohibit  non-farm  development 
and  uses  on  the  land. 

Sheffield's  land  trust  and  other 
groups,  working  with  these  and  other 
programs  of  state  and  non-profit 
agencies,  have  assisted  in  reducing  the 
loss  to  other  uses  on  over  1 ,200  acres  of 
Sheffield's  farmland  and  is  working  on 
1,000  additional  acres. 

Outlook  for  Sheffield  agriculture 

The  prospects  for  small,  local  farms 
continues  to  be  daunting  but  not  impos- 
sible, according  to  panel  members.  The 
panel  included  vegetable  growers,  dairy 
farmers,  the  former  president  of  Berk- 
shire Grown  (an  organization  dedicated 
to  linking  local  farmers  with  local 
markets)  and  the  coordinator  of  the 
Sheffield  Farmers'  Market.  The  tradi- 
tion of  agriculture,  the  good  soils,  the 
favorable  climate,  the  proximity  to 
markets,  and  the  extraordinary  pressures 
on  farmland  in  counties  to  the  east,  all 
provide  good  reasons  to  produce  food 
and  fiber  in  Sheffield.  Besides,  as  June 
Wolfe  of  the  Farmers'  Market  put  it, 
"We  want  to  raise  our  own  food  and 
know  what  we  are  eating." 

Fellow  panelists  gave  equally  con- 
vincing arguments.  Bruce  Howden,  who 
in  1997  took  over  the  family  farm  and 
cultivation  of  its  famous  Howden 
pumpkin,  explained  that  this  variety  was 
just  too  important  a  hybrid  to  abandon. 
Pine  Island  Farm,  run  by  Louis  Aragi 
junior  and  senior,  represents  a  continued 
opportunity  to  keep  land  in  agriculture 
by  producing  an  excellent  product 
through  constant  effort  to  adapt  to  the 
dairy  market.  Woodside  Orchard's  Jim 
Kelly  affirmed  his  goal  of  offering  to  the 
local  market  a  product  that  mass  produc- 
tion and  foreign  imports  cannot  match. 
Bob  and  Sue  Kelly  moved  here  from 
eastern  Massachusetts  where  their  250- 
acre  farm  had  been  literally  surrounded 
by  suburban  sprawl  which  "stole  the 
environment."  Summing  up  a  reason  to 
keep  farming  despite  the  odds,  dairy 
farmer  Jim  Larkin  said,  "You  have  to 
have  a  burning  desire  to  farm." 

That's  especially  true  of  dairy 


farmers  because  of  the  limited  number 
of  things  a  dairy  farmer  can  control. 
Prices  are  set  by  the  government,  based 
on  the  price  to  produce  milk  in  the 
Midwest,  which  can  be  half  what  it  costs 
to  produce  it  in  New  England. 

If  that  desire  to  farm,  to  know 
seasons,  to  understand  cycles  in  the 
ground  and  of  the  market,  to  produce 
something  good  for  people  to  eat  sounds 
like  a  romantic  dream,  the  realities  of 
farming  require  learning  to  package  and 
market  produce  and  services  to  suit  and 
inform  consumers. 

Bringing  food  dollars  home 

Apart  from  dairy  farming,  with  its 
own  difficult  circumstances,  staying  on 
the  farm  —  or  as  with  Bob  and  Sue 
Kelly's  new  vegetable  farm  and  green- 
houses on  Hewins  Street,  establishing  a 
new  farm  —  requires  knowledge  of  the 
market  and  the  ability  to  bring  consum- 
ers onto  the  farm  in  one  way  or  another. 

Ted  Dobson,  who  moved  his  mixed 
greens  farm  from  Housatonic  to  Bow 
Wow  Rd.,  has  taught  local  restaurants 
and  supermarkets  the  advantages  of 
purchasing  his  fresh  and  succulent  salad 
mixes.  Bruce  Howden  has  opened  the 
home  farm  on  Rannapo  Rd.  as  a  bed  and 
breakfast  where  visitors  experience  first- 
hand the  variety  of  cultivated  fruits  and 
joy  of  the  pumpkins.  Jim  Kelly  on 
County  Rd.  invites  school  groups  to 
press  cider  from  his  apples  at  his  orchard 
while  at  the  Corn  Crib  the  Zieglers  have 
engaged  literally  thousands  of  customers 
in  picking  corn  wet  with  dew  from  their 
continuously  filled  bins  in  the  summer. 

Buying  local  can  be  as  simple  as 
picking  up  a  half  peck  of  apples  from  the 
Zieglers  or  more  abstract,  such  as  buying 
farm  shares  in  a  local  community 
supported  agriculture  (CSA)  farm  like 
Rick  Banducci's  Deep  Roots  Garden  CSA 
on  Salisbury  Road  or  like  Dominic 
Palumbo's  Moon  in  the  Pond  Organic 
Farm  on  Barnum  Street.  It  can  be  as 
revelatory  as  asking  Jim  Larkin,  Louis 
Aragi,  Bob  Kilmer  or  Dick  LeGeyt  about 
the  Dairy  Pricing  Index  or  as  festive  as 
stopping  by  the  Sheffield  Farmers' 
Market  Fridays  in  summer  and  fall. 

Spreading  the  word  has  become  as 
important  to  family  farms  as  a  good 
rainfall  and  plenty  of  sunshine.  Many 
farms  have  opened  their  gates  to  visitors, 
particularly  to  student  visitors  many  of 
whom  still  think  bread  comes  from  a 
plastic  package,  milk  from  the  refrigera- 


Sheffield's  farms  come  in  all  sizes  and  shapes 
Below  are  some  of  them  In  addition,  a  lot  of 
other  Sheffield  land  is  leased  for  crops  &  pasture 

Dairy: 

Larkin-Batacchi  Farm,  Lime  Kiln  Rd 

Pine  Island  Farm,  Hewins  St 

Toby  Hill  Farm,  LeGeyt  Rd 

Twin  Rivers  Farm,  Rannapo  Rd 
Produce 

Barnum  Hill  Farm,  Barnum  St 

Boardman  Farm  Stand,  Hewins  St 

Bob  Kelly's  Farm,  Hewins  St 

Corn  Crib,  Rte  7 

Deep  Roots  Garden,  Salisbury  Rd 

Egerton  Farm  Stand,  Rte  7 

Equinox  Farm,  Bow  Wow  Rd 

Howden  Farm,  Rannapo  Rd 

Moon  in  the  Pond  Farm,  Barnum  St 

Wolfe  Ridge  Farm,  Polikoff  Rd 
Trees,  Orchards,  Flowers: 

Bow  Wow  Farm,  Lime  Kiln  Rd 

Carlson's  Berkshire  Nursery,  Rte  7A 

Chapin's  Christmas  Tree  Farm,  Hewins  St 

Ladybugs  Nursery,  Rte  7 

The  Perennial  Ranch,  Clayton  &  Polikoff  Rds 

Pine  Island  Tree  Farm,  Rte  7 

Saunders  Christmas  Tree  Farm,  Home  Rd 

Sheffield  Sod  Farm,  Hewins  St 

Woodside  Orchards,  County  Rd 


tor  and  eggs  from  a  carton.  Through 
field  trips  to  work  cider  presses,  shearing 
sheep,  hunting  for  eggs  and  feeling  the 
sweet  steam  of  a  sugar  house,  the 
current  generation  of  students  and  their 
teachers  and  parents  may  ask  questions: 
Why  does  so  much  of  our  food  come 
from  an  average  of  1,500  miles  away? 
How  many  people  are  involved  in  bringing 
our  food  to  our  tables?  Who  is  making 
money  from  the  separate  steps  to  get  the 
food  from  harvest  to  supermarket? 

Berkshire  County  has  the  capacity  to 
produce  more  of  the  food  and  fiber 
consumed  in  the  county.  But  millions  of 
farm  dollars  are  sent  to  other  states  or 
overseas.  Why?  This  nation  is  blessed 
with  an  abundance  of  food,  a  "cheap" 
food  supply  through  an  efficient  trans- 
portation system,  and  trade  policies  that 
allow  international  trade  with  countries 
that  lack  the  environmental  regulations 
that  bar  the  use  of  pesticides  long 
banned  for  use  on  food  in  this  country. 
Transportation  over  long  distances  adds 
to  the  ultimate  cost  but  does  not  put 
more  money  in  the  pocket  of  the  grower. 
Every  time  food  is  processed  or  shipped 
for  more  than  a  day,  nutritional  values 
decline.  Food  that  seems  to  be  cheap  has 
other  costs,  to  you  and  to  everything 
around  you. 

Travel  the  roads  of  Sheffield  this 
spring  and  summer.  Think  back  to  1950. 
Think  ahead  a  decade  or  so.  Where  will 
the  food  be  grown?  Where  will  the  cow  S 
be?  What  will  happen  to  our  farmland, 
our  farmers  and  our  community? 

-  Jenny  Russell 
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Mount  Everett  To  Present  "Gypsy"  March  8,  9  &  10 


On  Friday,  March  8,  and  Saturday, 
March  9,  at  7pm  and  on  Sunday, 
March  10,  at  2pm,  Mt. 
Everett  Regional  High 
School  will  present 
the  Tony  Award 
winning  Broadway 
musical,  "Gypsy",  a 
story  that  has  de- 
lighted family  audi- 
ences for  over  40 
years. 

A  winner  of 
numerous  Tony 
Awards  for  its  musical 
score,  "Gypsy"  is 
loosely  based  on  the 
memoirs  of  Gypsy 
Rose  Lee,  the  famous 
burlesque  dancer,  her 
life  with  her  sister, 
Baby  June,  and  their 
domineering  stage  mother,  Mama 
Rose.  Set  in  the  1920's,  many  consider 
Gypsy's  musical  score  (by  Jule  Styne, 
with  lyrics  by  a  young  Stephen 


Sondheim)  to  be  one  of  the  best  Broad- 
way scores  ever  written.  Songs 

include  "Let  MeEntertain 
You,"  "If  Momma  Was 
Married"  and 
"Everything's  Coming 
Up  Roses." 

Over  50  Mount 
Everett  students  are 
involved  in  the 
production's  cast, 
orchestra  and  technical 
crews.  Performances  will 
be  in  the  Thomas  A. 
Consolati  Performing 
Arts  Center  on  Berkshire 
School  Road.  The 
community  is  invited  to 
attend.  Tickets  are  $7  for 
adults  and  $5  for  seniors 
and  students  and  may  be 
purchased  at  the  door. 
The  community  is  welcome.  For  more 
information  call  (413)  229-8252. 

Above:  "Gypsy"  and  castmates from  Mt.  Everett's 
production  of  the  award  winning  musical 


A  CITY  SLICKER'S  PERCEPTION  OF  LIFE  IN  THE  COUNTRY 


Having  lived  in  New  Jersey  most  of 
my  life,  I  was  unsure  of  what  to 
expect  when  we  moved  to  Sheffield 
early  this  summer. 

Now  that  I'm  a  native  of  six 
months,  I  look  back  with  humor  at 
some  of  my  early  perceptions  and 
naivete. 

First,  there  were  the  unusual 
sounds  I  heard  at  6am.  I  awoke  not 
to  the  jangle  of  my  alarm  clock,  but 
to  the  sounds  of  cock-a-doodle-doo 
emanating  from  the  two  roosters 
next  door.  Instead  of  the  drone  of 
cars  driving  past,  I  heard  the  peeping 
of  tiny  toads  in  the  quarry  near  our 
home  and  the  mooing  of  cows 
awaiting  their  breakfast  from  the 
farm  down  the  road. 

Another  surprise  involved  how  far 
one  had  to  travel  to  one's  destination. 
The  local  movie  was  12  miles  away, 
along  with  the  supermarket  and  the 
drugstore.  Even  the  mailbox  was 
1,500  feet  down  the  road. 

Instead  of  fast  food  restaurants,  a 
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variety  of  diverse  restaurants  are 
scattered  about  the  area.  One  did  not 
have  to  avoid  rush  hour  traffic  as  in  New 
Jersey,  since  no  one  ever  rushed.  Strang- 
ers actually  stopped  to  wave  hello  as  we 
strolled  along  country  roads  and  let  us 
have  the  right  of  way  at  intersections. 
No  one  ever  blew  their  horn  when  we 
stopped  to  check  for  street  signs,  often 
nonexistent  anyway.  Amazingly, 
pedestrians  have  the  right  of  way 
crossing  streets  in  town,  something  no 
sane  pedestrian  would  ever  assume  in 
New  Jersey,  unless  they  were  ready  to 
risk  life  or  limb. 

I  was  also  amazed  at  the  trust  ac- 
corded to  newcomers  like  us.  In  New 
Jersey  I  was  accustomed  to  showing  my 
I.D.  every  time  I  cashed  a  check  at  our 
local  bank.  In  Sheffield  the  tellers  called 
me  by  my  first  name  and  even  helped  me 
use  the  A.T.M.  machine  when  my  card 
didn't  work. 

It  took  me  a  while  to  get  the  hang  of 
pumping  my  own  gas  at  the  gas  station 
and  again  was  surprised  at  the  trust  of 


STORIES  &  MEMORIES 
TO  BE  RECORDED 

Sheffield's  oral  history  project  is  off 
to  a  good  start,  but  is  still  looking 
for  volunteers  to  be  trained  as 
interviewers,  be  interviewed,  help 
with  taping  of  interviews  or  with 
transcribing  the  tapes. 

The  goal  is  to  document  Sheffield's 
history  by  recording  the  recollections 
of  people  who  lived  that  history,  or 
remeber  stories  of  those  who  did. 
"Stories  are  history,"  said  Francis 
Jones-Sneed,  oral  history  expert  from 
the  Massachusetts  College  of  Liberal 
Arts,  who  has  been  hired  to  train 
volunteers  and  structure  the  program. 

The  project  is  being  organized  by 
geographical  areas  and  is  beginning 
with  the  most  distant  past.  Coordina- 
tor Natalie  Funk,  with  students  at  Mt. 
Everett  doing  the  taping,  has  already 
completed  the  first  interview  in  the 
Brush  Hill  area. 

For  more  information,  call  Natalie 
Funk  at  229-2623  (Council  on  Aging), 
Rae  Eastman  at  229-7022  (Senior 
Center),  Kathy  Orlando  at  229-8789 
(Historical  Commission),  or  Joanne 
Hurlbut  at  229-2694  (Historical  Society). 


the  proprietor.  I  didn't  have  to  pay 
until  after  I  filled  my  tank. 

To  sum  things  up,  I've  survived  my 
first  winter  in  Sheffield,  although  a 
mild  one  to  date.  I've  learned  to 
navigate  dark  country  roads  at  night 
without  a  cell  phone  for  security.  I 
know  that  doctor's  visits  may  be  an 
hours  drive  away,  along  with  the 
convenience  of  a  local  Staples  or 
Cosco. 

My  friends  in  New  Jersey  ask  if  I 
miss  living  there.  I  reply  that  I 
certainly  miss  them.  However,  as  I 
gaze  at  the  beauty  of  the  Berkshire 
hills  from  my  bedroom  window  and 
reflect  upon  the  warmth  and  energy 
of  the  people  and  the  many  activities 
open  to  those  who  seek  involvement 
in  the  community,  I  close  the  chapter 
on  life  in  New  Jersey  and  open  a  new 
page  to  my  future  as  a  Berkshire 
resident. 

I  hope  I  may  rise  to  the  challenge. 
-Joyce  Freundlich 


COMMUNITY  DINNERS  MOVE 
TO  DEWEY  HALL 

If  you  missed  the  first  two  community 
dinners,  you  are  in  luck.  They  were 
such  a  success  that  this  monthly 
potluck  event  is  continuing  and 
moving  to  a  more  central  location. 

The  March  16  and  April  20  dinners 
will  be  at  Dewey  Hall  in  the  center  of 
town  rather  than  at  the  home  of  co- 
founders  Beth  Harlan  and  Robert 
Kauffman. 

Dewey  Hall  will  provide  space  for 
more  people,  and  also  a  stage  that  will 
allow  for  impromptu  entertainment,  if 
anyone  wants  to  bring  an  instrument 
or  share  a  short  piece  of  poetry  or 
prose. 

The  dinner  starts  at  7pm.   Is  an 
informal  affair,  so  don't  worry  if  you 
can't  make  it  until  later  You  may  miss 
some  of  the  more  popular  dishes,  but 
you  won't  miss  the  people.  Bring 
whatever  dish  you  are  most  comfort- 
able bringing. 

For  more  information  contact  Beth 
Harlan  or  Robert  Kauffman  at  229- 
0029  or  229-0240;  or  e-mail: 
beth.harlan@verizon.net. 
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The  sign  is  back!  Do  you  renumber  the  last 
time  it  was  seen  in  front  of  the  Sheffield 
Grange  on  Rte.  7? 

Saturday  Night  Contra  Dancing 

For  the  past  25  years  on  the  fourth 
Saturday  of  each  month,  the  Mountain 
Laurel  Band  has  played  to  an  enthusi- 
astic crowd  of  all  ages  swinging, 
promenading  and  do-si-do-ing  on  one 
of  the  best  dance  floors  in  Berkshire 
County.  At  8:30pm  the  first  dances  of 
the  night  introduce  newcomers  to  the 
steps.  Come  early  and  give  it  a  try. 

Dance  regular  Neal  Chamberlain  is 
fond  of  saying  that  contra  dancing  "is  a 
statement  of  the  inherent  trust  in 
people.  Where  else  can  you  go,  open 
your  arms  to  complete  strangers  and 
twirl  with  them  around  the  room?" 


Who  knows?  Though  it's  not  guaran- 
teed you  may  see  that  special  twinkle  in 
someone's  eye,  as  Ed  and  Caitlin 
Hotaling  did,  and  end  up  with  wedding 
bells  in  your  future. 

Contra  dancing  involves  two  lines 
of  dancers  facing  each  other.   Partners 
dance  with  each  other  and  with  other 
people  in  the  lines  using  many  of  the 
moves  of  square  dancing.  Within  this 
basic  pattern,  there  are  many  opportu- 
nities for  individual  variations.  Contra 
dancing  is  a  New  England  tradition 
dating  back  to  the  early  settlers. 

Some  dancers  drive  from  over  an 
hour  away.  Admission  is  $6  for  adults 
and  $3  for  kids.  Since  all  dances  are 
taught,  people  coming  for  the  first  time 
are  bound  to  have  fun. 

People  who  come  thinking  they  will 
just  listen,  find  that  the  rousing 
renditions  of  fiddle  tunes  by  Donny 
MacLean  (fiddle)  and  Bonner 
McAllester  (hammered  dulcimer)  and 
the  rhythm  of  Joe  Baker's  guitar  soon 
have  their  feet  tapping  right  out  onto 
the  dance  floor.  Each  month's  caller  is 
an  experienced  teacher  and  friendly 
guide  to  the  joys  of  this  form  of 
community  dancing. 
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PRECISION 
AUTOGRAFT  INC 

www.precision-auto.com 

Collision  Damage  Specialists 

Quality  Auto  Repair  Since  1978 

Services  Include: 

°  Lifetime  Collision  Repair  &  PPG 
Paint  Guarantees 

o  All  Makes  &  Models  Including  BMW, 
Mercedes-Benz,  Acura,  Nissan  etc. 

0  Computerized  Laser  Frame  and 
Unibody  Measuring  Systems 

o  Member  Better  Business  Bureau      ^ 

o  Free  Pickup  and  Delivery  BBB 


413-528-1457   •    1-800-734-1457 


££  MASS.  LICENSED  REPAIR  SHOP  /RS1006  •  BONDED  IN  MASS. 

SS.  of  Gt.  Barrington  On  Rl  7  -  1939  No.  Main  St.  Sheffield 
FAX  413-528-0186 


^ 


Master  License 
#A9383 


Fully  Insured 
30  Years  Experience 


Joe  Seward 
&  Sons,  Inc. 

ELECTRICAL  CONTRACTING 

-Residential  -Commercial 
-Industrial 

•New  Construction 
•Landscape  Lighting  'Renovations 

•Modular  Homes 

(413)229-2561/229-3043 
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Bringing  Elms  Back  to  Sheffield 


During  the  past  10  years  there  has  been 
interest  in  replacing  the  majestic  elm 
trees  that  were  once  such  a  significant 
part  of  our  community.  The  elm  is  the 
official  state  tree,  and  it  is  on  Sheffield's 
seal  with  the  motto  "He  who  plants  a 
tree  plants  hope." 

Sheffield's  Big  Elm,  for  years  the 
largest  in  Massachusetts,  stood  at  the 
corner  of  Rt.  7  and  Silver  St.  where  it 
served  as  a  popular  meeting  place  for 
residents  until  the  1920s  when  it  died 
of  old  age.  It  was  thought  to  be  over 
400  years  old. 

In  1846,  40  Sheffield  residents 
planted  1,000  elms  along  roads  in  the 
center  of  town,  creating  a  shady 
canopy  over  Main  St.  When  Dutch  Elm 
Disease  was  accidentally  introduced 
from  Europe  in  the  1930s,  it  ravaged 
the  stately  trees  that  adorned  New 
England  towns.  The  destructive 
fungus,  transmitted  by  the  elm  bark 
beetle,  destroyed  95  to  98  percent  of 
American  elms  and  because  only  elms, 
were  planted  on  Sheffield's  Main  St., 
the  disease  spread  quickly  and  wiped 
out  the  corridor  of  trees  gracing  Rt  7. 
Today,  only  about  30  mature  elms 
survive  in  Sheffield. 

Homegrown  replanting  effort 

In  1993  Sheffield  residents  Joan 
Griswold  and  Don  Jurney  piloted  a 
project  to  restore  the  elms  of  Sheffield. 
They  purchased  500  Liberty  elm 
seedlings  from  the  Elm  Research 
Institute,  at  that  time  the  most  disease- 
resistant  cultivar  available.  The  Select- 
men enthusiastically  supported  the 
project,  according  to  an  account  in  the 
Berkshire  Eagle.   Local  residents  John 
James  and  Kathy  Ness,  Susan  and  Tom 
Young,  Kerry  and  Ann  Douglas,  Judy 
Schnurr,  Ann  and  David  Barrett  and 
the  Berkshire  School  partnered  with 
Joan  and  Don  in  planting  the  trees  on 
their  properties  with  the  goal  that  the 
trees  be  transplanted  to  spots  along 
Sheffield's  public  roads  when  they 
reached  an  appropriate  size. 

In  1996  that  time  came,  and  Joan 
organized  a  group  of  residents  to 
transplant  between  30  and  40  trees, 
then  5  to  8  feet  high,  throughout 


Sheffield,  many  along  Rt.  7.  One, 
at  the  corner  of  Berkshire 
School  Rd.  and  Rt.  7  is  now 
beginning  to  form  the  classic 
elm  canopy. 

Meanwhile,  the  rest  of  the 
seedlings  have  continued  to 
grow  and  in  March  2001,  Ann 
Barrett  re-invigorated  the 
project  by  convening  a  group  of 
interested  residents.  "The 
Sheffield  ReELM"  group  has 
identified  35  of  the  remaining 
trees,  now  of  substantial  size,  as 
good  candidates  for  transplanting  and  Adopted  elm  on  Rannapo  Road  in  Ashley  Falls.  There 
have  begun  to  research  transplanting  are  stlU  18  others  in  ™ed  °f  treatement  &  adoption. 
needs,  volunteer  resources  and  possible        nonprofit  grass  roots  organization  is 


private  transplant  locations  along 
public  roadways.  ReELM  is  poised  to 
establish  itself  as  a  fund  of  the  Berk- 
shire Taconic  Community  Foundation, 
in  order  to  receive  tax-deductible 
contributions  toward  the  project. 

Since  the  planting  of  the  seedlings  in 
1993,  studies  have  shown  that  new 
varieties  are  more  resistant  than  the 
Liberty  to  Dutch  Elm  Disease,  includ- 
ing the  Valley  Forge,  Princeton  and 


dedicated  to  protecting,  preserving  and 
restoring  the  American  elm  in  our 
communities. 

Elm  Watch  encourages  elm  steward- 
ship and  promotes  awareness  of 
community  forests  through  advocacy, 
education  and  direct  action. 

The  organization  has  three  goals:  1. 
to  preserve  elms  through  the  Adopt- 
an-Elm  program  in  which  individuals, 
organizations  or  towns  adopt  an  elm 


New  Harmony  cultivars.  Because  Valley      and  financially  support  fungicide 


Forge  and  Princeton  elms  are  20  times 
more  resiestant  than  the  Liberty  elms, 
further  investment  in  this  variety  is 
questioned.  Tom  Ingersoll,  Sheffield 
certified  arborist  and  a  partner  in 
Webster-Ingersoll  Landscaping  and 
Tree  Care,  agrees  that  transplanting 
the  Liberty  elms  is  risky.  He  would  like 
to  see  a  variety  of  species  planted  in  the 
community  effort  to  beautify  Sheffield. 
He  recommends  including  maples,  oaks, 
horse  chestnuts  and  sycamores  (all 
tolerant  of  urban  conditions)  in  order 
to  avoid  another  monoculture.  This  is 
consistent  with  a  national  effort  to 
increase  biodiversity  in  urban  forests. 
ReELM  is  considering  this  new  infor- 
mation in  deciding  how  best  to  proceed 
with  their  dream  of  elm  restoration  in 
our  town. 

Tri-state  elm  protection 

Tom  Zetterstrom  of  Canaan,  CT, 
lover  of  trees,  photographer,  and 
Founding  Director  of  Elm  Watch, 
shares  a  similar  dream.   Elm  Watch,  a 


injections  every  three  years;  2.  to 
restore  elms  by  encouraging  the 
planting  of  disease-resistant  cultivars; 
and  3.  to  maintain  elm  sanitation  by 
identifying  and  destroying  diseased 
trees  or  tree  limbs  (by  chipping, 
burning  or  burying),  thus  reducing  the 
risk  of  elm  disease  to  nearby  trees. 

In  addition,  the  organization  identi- 
fies and  documents  the  location  and 
health  status  of  existing  elms  in 
Massachusetts,  Connecticut  and  New 
York.  Their  brochure  and  map  of  the 
"Majestic  Elm  Trail"  in  the  Berkshire- 
Taconic  Region  identifies  many 
surviving  elms.  Volunteers  monitor 
these  trees,  looking  for  signs  of 
disease,  which  has  been  identified  in 
numerous  elms  in  Sheffield. 

Since  its  founding  in  1999,  Elm 
Watch  has  protected  over  85  elm  trees 
in  the  tri-state  area,  including  1 1  in 
Sheffield.  Six  trees  have  been  adopted 
by  individuals,  one  by  a  business,  and 
three  by  organizations.  Eighteen  trees 
still  need  adoption,  one  on  Silver 


Street,  two  on  Root  Lane,  one  on  7 A, 
one  on  Rannapo  Rd.,  two  on  Hewins 
St.,  one  near  the  Colonel  Ashley  House, 
one  on  Rote  Hill  Rd.,  one  on  Boardman 
St.  and  seven  on  Rt.  7.  Interested 
residents  (either  individually  or  as  a 
group)  or  organizations  can  call  413- 
266-1062  for  more  information.  Elm 
Watch  is  a  fund  of  the  Berkshire 
Taconic  Community  Foundation  and, 
as  such,  all  contributions,  including 
adoptions,  are  tax  deductible. 

Elm  Watch  has  helped  develop  a 
nursery  of  the  newer  disease-resistant 
varieties  at  the  Housatonic  Valley 
Regional  High  School  in  Falls  Village, 
CT,  where  students  tend  the  trees  as 
part  of  the  horticultural  program  at 
the  school's  agricultural  education 
center.  Because  the  trees  grow  three 
feet  per  year  (attaining  heights  of  70 
feet  or  more),  these  resistant  elms 
should  be  available  for  transplant  in  a 
few  years.  Elm  Watch  hopes  to  help 
start  similar  programs  in  other  schools 

With  the  combined  efforts  of 
ReELM  and  Elm  Watch,  it  is  possible 
that  our  public  roads  will  again  be 
graced  with  a  canopy  including  the 
classic  elm.  As  Ann  Barrett  says,  "The 
pictures  of  old  Sheffield  demonstrate 
how  majestic  these  elms  were.  It  was 
like  driving  through  a  green  cathedral. 
These  trees  would  leave  a  legacy  for 
future  generations." 

If  you  would  like  to  participate  in 
ReELM  or  you  have  questions,  com- 
ments or  ideas,  call  Ann  Barrett  at  229- 
7953  or  email  her  at 
abarrett@volunteers.com.  For  more 
information  on  Elm  Watch  call  (413) 
226-1062.   Tax  deductible  donations 
may  be  sent  to  Elm  Watch/Adopt-an- 
Elm,  RO.  Box  655,  Great  Barrington, 


MA  01230. 


-  Ellen  Rowntree 


Eagle  Fund  Challenge  Grant  From 

The  Eagle  Fund  of  the  Southern 
Berkshire  School  District  has  accepted 
a  matching  fund  challenge  from  the 
Jessie  B.  Cox  Charitable  Trust,  head- 
quartered in  Boston.  The  challenge 
calls  for  the  Eagle  Fund  to  raise 
$40,000  within  three  years,  and  the  Cox 
Trust  will  then  award  an  additional 
$20,000.  As  an  incentive,  the  CoxTrust 
is  giving  the  Eagle  Fund  $1,500  at  the 
outset  to  assist  in  developing  a  three- 
year  strategy. 

Founded  in  1997  by  citizens  of  the 
five  towns  in  the  Southern  Berkshire 
Regional  School  District,  the  Eagle 
Fund  is  building  an  endowment  to 
enrich  and  expand  the  range  of 
educational  experiences  for  the  children 
of  Alford,  Egremont,  Monterey,  New 
Marlborough,  and  Sheffield.  In  its  first 
four  years,  the  Eagle  Fund  grew  to 
almost  $250,000,  as  a  result  of  gener- 
ous donations  to  annual  mailings  and 
phon-a-thons  and  with  the  help  of  a 
particularly  generous  bequest  from  the 
estate  of  a  Monterey  resident. 

The  Eagle  Fund  plans  to  build  its 
endowment  over  the  coming  years 
while  using  the  interest  to  award 
grants  to  students,  staff,  and  commu- 
nity members  for  projects  that  are  of 
educational  or  cultural  value  to  district 
participants.  The  first  grants  were 
awarded  in  the  spring  of  1999,  and, 
since  then,  $25,000  has  been  given  in 
support  of  projects  in  computer 
technology,  the  sciences,  drama,  music, 
dance,  photography,  reading,  and 
creative  writing. 

"The  clock  began  ticking  January  1 
of  this  year,"  on  the  Cox  Charitable 
Trust  challenge  grant  according  to 
Eagle  Fund  Chairman  Catherine  B. 
Miller.  With  nearly  $4,000  already 


Cox  Charitable  Foundation 

pledged  since  then,  the  goal  is  to  raise 
at  least  $12,000  each  year  through 
2004.  A  variety  of  fund-raising  efforts 
are  being  planned,  along  with  a  general 
push  on  the  part  of  the  Eagle  Fund  to 
better  acquaint  the  public  with  its 
mission.  Together  with  the  Berkshire 
Taconic  Community  Foundation,  which 
manages  its  account,  the  Eagle  Fund 
will  be  seeking  support  not  only 
through  charitable  contributions,  but 
through  working  with  interested 
residents  in  bolstering  the  endowment 
through  beneficent  estate  planning. 

For  information  on  the  Eagle  Fund, 
or  to  send  contributions,  write  to  The 
Eagle  Fund,  c/o  The  Berkshire 
Taconic  Community  Fund,  27 1  Main 
St.,  Great  Barrington,  MA  01230. 
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NEWS 


OLD  PARISH  CHURCH 

Old  Parish  United  Church  of  Christ  is 
located  in  the  center  of  Sheffield.  The 
church  welcomes  not  only  members  but 
anyone  who  would  like  to  come  and 
worship,  even  if  it's  just  for  a  special 
service.   Here  are  upcoming  events: 

Services 

Sunday  March  3.  The  Rev.  John 
Wightman  from  Sheffield  will  fill  in  for 
the  Rev.  Art  Kaufman,  who  will  be  away. 

Sunday,  March  10.  The  "Glory  Be" 
Clown  Ministry  Troupe  will  be  partici- 
pating in  the  worship  service,  10am. 

March  7,  14,  21.  The  church  is 
holding  a  Lenten  study  on  Thursdays 
from  1 1:30am- 12:30pm.  Led  by  the  Rev. 
Art  Kaufman,  the  theme  is  "wrestling 
with  the  spirit" — God's  and  our  own. 

Easter  services.  Maundy  Thursday, 
March  28,  the  church  will  hold  a  service 
at  7:30pm.  Good  Friday  March  29,  the 
church  will  open  for  prayer  and  medita- 
tion from  12-3pm.  Services  Easter 
Sunday  March  31,  will  be  at  10am. 


Special  outreach 

Men's  Group.  The  second  Sunday  of 
every  month,  the  church  hosts  a  men's 
group  that  discusses  current  issues  and 
reflects  on  them  from  an  ethical  and 
faith  perspective.  7:45  to  8:45am  at  Old 
Parish  Church.  Coffee  and  muffins  are 
served. 

Bereavement  group.  An  open-ended 
bereavement  group  to  help  people  "walk 
through"  their  loss  of  a  loved  one  meets 
on  the  first  Wednesday  of  the  month  at 
Old  Parish  Church  from  10  to  1 1:15am. 
Anyone  is  welcome  whether  your  loss  is 
recent  or  not.  The  group  is  led  by  the 
Rev.  Art  Kaufman.  For  more  informa- 
tion, call  413-229-8173. 

The  Good  Samaritan  Fund.  Started  in 
the  early  '80s  by  churches  in  the  Shef- 
field area,  the  fund  provides  immediate 
financial  assistance  with  no  strings 
attached  to  individuals  or  families  in 
crisis.  It  has  helped  people  with  rent, 
fixing  cars.  Davin?  for  heat,  and  so  forth. 


Food  Program 

Every  Monday  morning  volun- 
teers from  our  community  gather 
at  Old  Parish  Church  to  distribute 
food  to  individuals  and  families 
who,  for  a  variety  of  reasons,  just 
can't  "do  it  all."  Food  is  donated 
from  area  churches  and  busi- 
nesses (Big  Y,  Price  Chopper,  etc.) 
and  bought  from  donated  funds. 

Sally  Cook  and  Phyllis  Joyce 
coordinate  the  program.  If  you,  or 
someone  you  know,  is  in  need  of 
food  assistance,  call  the  church 
office  (229-81 73)  or  stop  in  on 
Mondays  from  9:30-1 0:30am. 


The  money  for  this  fund  comes  from 
contributions  made  by  area  churches 
and  individuals.  Currently  the  fund  is 
administered  by  Old  Parish  Church. 
Anyone  needing  help  may  call  the 
church  (229-8173)  or  Rev.  Kaufman 
(229-2403).  The  fund  needs  replenish- 
ment. Anyone  wishing  to  make  dona- 
tions should  write  their  checks  out  to 
"Good  Samaritan  Fund"  and  mail  to 
Old  Parish  Church,  P.O.  Box  387, 
ShpffiplH  MA  mo*.-! 


INSURANCE 

COMMERCIAL  •  RESIDENTIAL  •  FINANCIAL  SERVICES 


>Jt£l 


kWheeler&Taylor,  Inc. 

4fc=-  INSURANCE'SINCE     1871 


Tel.  (413)  528-1000 


www.wheelertaylor.com 


HOMES  •  LAND  •  COMMERCIAL  PROPERTIES 

REAL  ESTATE 
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PURIM  CARNIVAL  AT  HEVREH 

Hevreh  of  S.  Berkshire's  Junior  Youth 
Group,  SCOOBY,  will  present  its 
Annual  Purim  Carnival  during  and 
after  Religious  School  on  Sunday, 
March  3  from  12:00-  1:30pm.  Many 
of  last  year's  favorite  games  and 
booths  will  return,  such  as  goldfish 
and  bean  bag  toss.  Look  for  other  new 
and  exciting  activities  as  well.  Pizza 
and  other  triangular  snacks  will  be  on 
sale.  Costumes  are  welcome! 

The  public  is  invited  to  attend 
Hevreh's  Purim  events.  For  informa- 
tion, please  contact  Elinor  Really  or 
Alice  Lahnstein  at  (413)  528-6378. 


Buy  Local! 
Most  of  our  advertisers 

are  local  businesses. 

Let  them  know  you  read 

about  them  in  the 

Sheffield  Times. 


Churches  and  Services 


Sheffield 

Christ  Church  (Episcopal) 

180  Main  Street  (413)229-8811 

Sunday:  8am  &  10am  Holy  Eucharist;  10am 

Sunday  School  &  childcare;  Thursday  10am 

Holy  Eucharist  &  Healing.  Rev.  Susan  H. 

Crampton 

Congregation  of  Jehovah's  Witnesses 

Route  7  &  Kellogg  Road  (413)  229-8649 

The  public  is  welcome. 

Faith  Baptist 

640  North  Main  Street  (413)229-0400 

Sunday:  10am  Sunday  School;  1  lam  Worship 

Service;  6pm  Bible  Study;  Thursday:  7pm 

Prayer  Meeting.  Rev.  H.  Shelton  Cole 

Old  Parish  (United  Church  of  Christ) 

125  Main  Street  (413)  229-8173 

Sunday:  10am  Worship  and  Church  School. 

Sunday,  Rev.  Art  Kaufman,  Pastor 

Our  Lady  of  the  Valley  (Catholic) 

Maple  Avenue  (413)  229-3028 

Saturday:  5:30pm  Mass;  Sunday:  Sheffield 

7:30am  9am  Masses;  Mill  River  1O30  Mass. 

Rev.  John  S.  Lis 

Sheffield  Chapel  (non-denominational) 

1970  North  Main  Street  (413)  528-0233 

Sunday:  8am  &  1045am  Morning  Worship; 

9:30am  Sunday  School.  Tuesday:  7pm  Prayer 

Meeting.  Pastor  Chet  Howes 

www.sheffieldchapel.org 

Ashley  Falls 

Grace  Bible  (Conservative  Baptist) 


Clayton  Road  (413)  229-8560;  parsonage 

(860)  824-7442. 

Sunday:  9:30am  Sunday  School  (ages  3- 

adult);  10:30am  Worship  Service,  nursery 

care  provided.  Rev.  Edward  Eastman, 

Pastor 

Trinity  Methodist  (United  Methodist) 

1156  Ashley  Falls  Road  (413)229-2712 

Sunday:  10am  Ser\ice  Pastor  Betty 

LeGeyt 

Great  Barrington 
Congregation  Ahavath  Shalom 

(reconstructionist) 

North  Street  (413)528-4197  Friday,  8pm 

&  Saturday,  10am.  Services  are  not  held 

every  week  Schedules  are  updated  weekly 

on  the  answering  machine,  including  special 

services. 

Hevreh  of  Southern  Berkshire 

270  State  Road  (413)  528-6378  Friday: 

7:30pm  Shabbat  Service;  Saturday:  10am 

Shabbat  service  &  Torah  study.  Rabbi 

Deborah  Zecher, 

Assistant  Rabbi  Andrew  Klein. 

Trinity  Lutheran 

St  James  352  Main  Street  (413)  528-1330 

Sunday:  9:30am  Sunday  Worship.  Rev. 

George  E.  Mayer 

Unitarian  Universalist  Meeting  of  South 

Berkshire 

St  James,  352  Main  Street  church  (413) 

528-4850,  home  (413)  528-3106. 

Sunday:  5pm.  Rev.  Kathy  Duhon 


MOUNT 


EVERETT  HIGH      SCHOOL 

PRESENTS 

A       MUSICAL 


BOOK  BY 
Arthur  Laurents 

LYRICS  BY 

Stephen  Sondheim 

MUSIC  BY 
Jule  Styne 


March  8  &  9  7  pm  ♦  March  10  2  pm 


Directed  by 

5ruce  R.  Hill    &  Cnarles  J.  Cougnlin 


SUGGESTED  BY  THE 

MEMOIRS  OF  GYPSY 

ROSE  LEE 

In  association  with 

Tams-Whitmark 

Music  Library 


Artistic  Director 

Robert  W.  Law 


Music  Director 

John  Sauer 


Orchestra  Director 

Riclc  blaclcDum 


THE  THOMAS  A.  CONSOLATI  PERFORMING  ARTS  CENTER 

Mount  Everett  School,  Sheffield    ♦    Box  Office  4 1 3-229-8252 

$7.00  General  Admission  $5.00  Seniors  &  Students 


% 
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TOWN  MEETING,  MONDAY,  MAY  6,  2002 
TOWN  ELECTION,  MONDAY,  MAY  13,  2002 


SENIOR  CENTER 

New  Home  for  Sheffield  Seniors? 

The  Sheffield  Senior  Center  is  making  a  concerted  effort  to 
determine  if  Sheffield  can  qualify  for  a  sizable  grant  from 
HUD,  the  U.S.  Dept.  of  Housing  and  Urban  Development, 
through  its  Dept.  of  Housing  and  Community  Development, 
sufficient  to  build  our  own  Senior  Center.  The  lease  at 
Dewey  Hall  expires  in  July  2003,  and  our  search  for  a 
suitable  and  convenient  building  has  so  far  not  been  success- 
ful. Just  think!  Our  own  Center!  The  Center  needs  the  help 
of  all  Sheffield  seniors  to  help  make  this  happen. 

Essential  in  the  qualifying  process  is  a  survey  of  Sheffield 
seniors'  income  levels,  information  that  the  town  census  does 
not  cover.  The  survey  is  anonymous.  When  you  get  the  one- 
page  questionnaire,  the  Senior  Center  Survey,  please  recog- 
nize its  importance  and  return  the  completed  survey  in  the 
provided  business  envelope.  The  survey  goes  directly  to  the 
Pittsfield  office  of  the  Berkshire  Housing  Development 
Corporation,  which  will  do  the  analysis  —  it  is  not  seen  by 
anyone  in  Sheffield.  Watch  for  this  purvey  being  mailed  out 
at  the  end  of  February  or  beginning  of  March.  Fill  it  out 
and  send  it  back. 

The  mailing  is  underwritten  by  a  generous  gift  from  the 
Kiwanis  Club  of  Sheffield. 

—Rae  Eastman,  229-7022 

PLANNING  BOARD 

At  its  February  19  meeting,  the  Board  discussed  information 
gathered  at  the  January  15  public  hearing  for  the  Special 
Permit  application  submitted  by  MicTan  Properties  to  add 
additional  storage  units  to  their  existing  facility  on  Rte  7. 

The  Board  engaged  in  lively  deliberations,  discussing 
concerns  about  lighting,  landscaping  and  other  impacts  on 
the  area.   It  then  discussed  potential  solutions  to  these 
concerns  before  the  deliberations  were  tabled  at  the  request 
of  MicTan's  attorney.   MicTan  will  provide  additional 
information  at  the  March  5  meeting,  at  which  time  the  Board 
will  continue  deliberations  on  the  application.  The  Board 
has  90  days  from  the  closing  date  of  the  Special  Permit 
Public  Hearing  to  issue  its  decision  on  the  application. 


413.229.0296 

Thaddeus  B.  Kubis 

photography 

TOWN  CLERK 

Dog  Licenses 

On  sale  at  the  Town  Clerk's  Office  starting  March  18, 
2002.   Dog  licenses  must  be  purchased  by  4pm  on  April  30, 
if  dog  owners  want  to  avoid  paying  a  $25  penalty  plus  the 
license  fee.  Please  mark  your  calendars.  Licensing  of  dogs 
is  a  requirement  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 
Sheffield  dog  licenses  expire  on  March  3 1 .   All  persons 
having  a  dog  must  license  that  dog  within  thirty  days  of 
moving  into  town. 

Rabies  shots.   You  need  to  provide  rabies  information  to 
obtain  a  dog  license.  Do  not  wait  until  the  last  minute  to 
get  your  dog's  rabies  shot  from  veterinarians,  as  this  is  a 
busy  time  for  them.  The  Town  Clerk  will  be  selling  dog 
licenses  at  the  Cub  Scouts  Rabies  Clinic,  held  at  the  Town 
Garage,  on  Saturday,  April  6  from  1  to  2:30pm.  Rabies  shots 
are  $9  each. 

Annual  Town  Census 

The  Town  Clerk  and  Board  of  Registrars  thank  all  resi- 
dents who  returned  their  census  forms  on  time.   If  you  have 
not  responded,  please  do  so  immediately.  Returning  census 
forms  on  time  cuts  down  on  the  expense  of  having  someone 
call.  These  are  your  tax  dollars  at  work. 

Deadlines  for  Election  Candidates 
and  Voter  Registration 

Here  is  the  schedule  for  filing  nomination  papers  for  candi- 
dates running  for  town  office,  and  for  registering  to  vote  in 
town  meeting  and/or  the  annual  town  election. 
The  last  day  to: 

♦  Obtain  nomination  papers  from  Town  Clerk:  Friday, 
March  22,  4pm. 

♦  Submit  nomination  papers  for  certification:  Monday, 
March  25,  4pm. 

♦  Object  or  withdraw:  Wednesday,  April  10,  4pm 

♦  Register  to  vote:  Tuesday,  April  1 6.  Special  registration 
session:   9am  to  8pm. 


4, 


6  f.> 


'r///         f     /£<*f 


Casa  Mia  Studio 

Ashley  Falls 

Massachusetts  01222 

413/229-3355 
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POLICE  DEPARTMENT 

Handicap  Plates  &  Placards 

Are  you  temporarily  or  permanently 
disabled?   For  your  convenience  the 
Massachusetts  Registry  of  Motor 
Vehicle  handicap  plate/placard  applica- 
tions are  available  at  the  Police  Station 
at  10  South  Main  Street. 

Applications  are  brief,  but  require 
documentation  by  your  physician.  Plan 
to  obtain  your  information  and  applica- 
tion prior  to  your  next  medical  ap- 
pointment. For  questions  or  if  you 
need  the  information  mailed  to  you, 
contact  Lee  at  (229-8523,  Monday 
through  Friday 

Firearms  Instruction  Class 
Offered  March  23 

Need  a  Firearms  Instruction  Class  to 
apply  for  an  FI.D  (Firearms  ID)  or  a 
license  to  carry  a  firearm?     On  Satur- 
day, March  23  the  Sheffield  Police  will 
conduct  a  firearm  instruction  class 
from  8:30am  to   3:30pm  at  the  Sheffield 
Police  Station,  10  South  Main  Street. 

The  class  is  open  to  any  Massachu- 
setts resident  and  is  necessary  for  any 
first-time  applicants  per  the  Massachu- 
setts gun  laws. 

You  will  receive  a  certificate  at  the 
end  of  the  day  to  attach  to  your 
application.  All  Massachusetts  resi- 
dents wishing  to  own  any  firearm  are 
required  by  law  to  have  a  current 
firearm  license.  Mace  and  pepper  spray 
also  requires  at  least  an  FI.D.  card. 

To  register  or  any  questions,  call  Lee 
at  the  police  station,  229-8523.  The  fee 
is  $25. 

Fifth  Grade  D.A.R.E.  Program 
Set  for  March  20 

The  culmination  of  the  D.A.R.E.  (Drug 
Abuse  Resistance  Education)  instruc- 
tion for  the  fifth  grade  at  the 
Undermountain  Elementary  School 
will  be  held  on  Wednesday,  March  20, 
at  1pm  in  the  Consolati  Performing 
Arts  Center  Auditoriaum  at  Mount 
Everett  Regional  High  School. 

The  community  is  welcome.  Our 
children  would  enjoy  the  support  in 
addition  to  that  of  their  families  and 
the  law  enforcement  officers  of  the 
Sheffield  Police  Department. 


ANTIQUES'  APPRAISALS,  FANCY  FLEA  MARKET  &  SILENT  AUCTION 

Friends  of  the  Library  and  the  Aurigan  Scholarship  Fund  host  two  benefits. 

Antiques  Appraisals.  Friday,  April  5,  four  local  experts  will  be  on  hand  to  appraise  your 
antiques  (sorry  no  books).  Barry  Davidson  IBarry  Davidson  Antiques),  Steve  Kahn  IKahn's 
Jewelers!,  Robert  Kraut  lEIise  Abrams  Antiques!  and  David  Steindler  (Dovetail  Antiques!  will  be  at 
Mt.  Everett  High  School  from  7  to  9pm.  $5  per  item. 

Fancy  Flea  Market  and  Silent  Auction.  Saturday,  April  6,  the  fancy  flea  market  will  run  from 
9am-4pm  and  the  silent  auction  will  be  announced  at  3pm.  Admission  is  free.  If  you  want  to 
come  early  at  8am,  there  is  a  $5  "early  bird"  admission  fee.  There  will  be  a  50/50  raffle  and 
lunch  will  be  available. 


Sheffield  Fire  Department  Log  -  John  winch,  chief 


Dec  7        Alarm,  Krysiak  residence,  smoke  in  bldg 
Alarm  time:  5:28pm;  in  service:  5:40pm 

Dec  15      Mutual  aid,  Egremont 

Alarm  time:  11:00am;  in  service:  11:09am 

Dec  20      Furnace  blow  back 

Alarm  time:  6:55am;  in  service:  7:25am 

Dec  25      Alarm,  First  Congregational  Church 
Alarm  time:  5:40am;  in  service:  6:00am 

Dec  25      Alarm,  Fisher  Residence,  smoke  in  bldg 
Alarm  time:  2:50pm;  in  service:  3:26pm 

Dec  30      Chimney  fire 

Alarm  time:  9:35pm;  in  service:  10:10pm 

Jan  6  Smoke  in  the  area,  Rote  Hill 

Alarm  time:  5:08pm;  in  service:  5:55pm 

Jan  9  Structure  fire,  500  S.  Main  St 

Alarm  time:  7:45am;  in  service:  8:50am 

Jan  20        Alarm,  Kolburne  School 
Alarm  time:  7:25pm;  in  service:  7:44pm 

Jan  21         Mutual  aid,  Gt.  Barrington 
Alarm  time:  12:45am;  in  service:  2:12am 


Jan  22        Alarm:  Fisher  residence,  smoke  in  bldg 
Alarm  time:  6:45pm;  in  service:  7:11pm 

Jan  25        Chimney  fire 

Alarm  time:  7:40pm;  in  service:  8:20pm 

Jan  25        Propane  explosion 

Alarm  time:  10:20pm;  in  service:  11:45pm 

Jan  30        Gas  heater  fire 

Alarm  time:  5:38pm;  in  service:  6:06pm 

Feb  1  Pole  fire 

Alarm  time:8:53pm;  in  service:  10:10pm 

Feb  2         Fire  alarm,  SBRSD 

Alarm  time:2:04pm;  in  service  2:45pm 

Feb  13       Car  accident 

Alarm  time:  7:00am;  in  service:  7:40am 

Feb  13       Car  fire 

Alarm  time:  1:10pm;  in  service:  1:44pm 

Feb  14       Chimney  fire 

Alarm  time:  1:00pm;  in  service:  1:50pm 

Feb  16       Alarm,  smoke  in  building 
Alarm  time:  7:20pm;  in  service:  7:54pm 


Berkshire  County  Properties,  Inc. 

48  Main  Street,  P.O.  Box  277  •  S.  Egremont,  MA  01258 

MARY  ALICE  WELCH 

Broker  Associate 


Office  413-528-3340 
Fax  41 3-528-3899 


Residence  413-229-7776 
E-mail:  cprop@bcn.net 


Voice  mail  ext.  15 


"Y. 


CARLSON  PROPANE 

Division  Of  Carlson  Heating  &  Air  Conditioning 
HEATING  SOUTHERN  BERKSHIRE  COUNTY  FOR  OVER  20  YEARS 
RESIDENTIAL  &  COMMERCIAL  QQ 

SALES        SERVICE        INSTALLATION  ag-! 

AUTOMATIC  DELIVERY  ~" 

HEAT  •  HOT  WATER  •  GENERATOR 
COOKING  •  POOL  HEATER 

(413)  229-3328  Or  (800)  542-2422 


24  HOUR 

EMERGENCY 

SERVICE 


ATM, 


79  Pike  Rd  Sheffield 
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BOARD  OF  SELECTMEN 

Excerpts  from  Meeting  Minutes 

12/17:  The  Board  accepted  the 
resignation  of  Dominic  Palumbo  from 
the  Planning  Board  and  thanked  him 
for  his  services.  The  Board  accepted 
with  thanks  three  books  containing 
1,578  photographs  of  houses  in 
Sheffield  presented  by  Mr.  And  Mrs. 
Charles  Schumann  to  the  Sheffield 
Historical  Society  and  the  Town  for  the 
archives.  Chief  McGarry  reported  that 
Timothy  Ullrich  had  been  appointed  as 
a  student-recruit  officer  at  the  Massa- 
chusetts Police  Academy  (a  large  part 
of  the  costs  to  be  paid  from  a  Federal 
grant)  and  that  the  Chief  had  partici- 
pated in  mediating  discussions  regard- 
ing dirt  bikes  and  noise  from  a  bar  Qthe 
Lantern  in  Ashley  Falls^].  The  Board 
discussed  the  issue  of  raising  license   - 
fees  by  10  percent  and  decided  to 
revisit  the  issue  at  another  meeting.  It 
unanimously  approved  a  new  driveway 
on  South  Egremont  Rd.  for  access  to  a 
field,  subject  to  Police  Department 


***TAG  SALES  *** 

It's  tag  sale  season  again! 

Please  remember  that  you  are 
required  to  obtain  a  tag  sale  permit  for 
any  sale  operated  in  the  Town  of 
Sheffield.  Each  residential  address  is 
allowed  two  tag  sales  per  year.  Permits 
are  $3.00  each  and  are  available  at  the 
Sheffield  Police  Department,  10  South 
Main  Street,  from  Lee,  Monday  through 
Friday,  8am  to  4pm.  For  any  questions, 
please  contact  Lee  at  229-8523. 


approval.  The  Town  Administrator 
reported  that  a  new  compactor  had 
been  installed  at  the  Transfer  Station, 
which  will  produce  cost  savings  on 
hauling  to  the  Municipal  Recycling 
Facility  and  that  the  Master  Plan 
Advisory  Committee  was  continuing  its 
meetings  on   the   scope  of  work 

l/7:  The  Board  unanimously 
approved   building  inspector  Brent 
Getchell's  request  that  Tom  Race,  the 
Egremont  building  inspector,  be 
appointed  as  a  Special  Building  Inspec- 
tor. As  requested  by  Recycling  Coordi- 
nator David  Steindler,  the  Board 
unanimously  approved  the  signing  of  a 


letter  of  intent  for  the  collection  of 
hazardous  waste  in  cooperation  with 
several  other  towns.  Mr.  Steindler 
explained  that  the  participation  of 
several  towns  reduces  overall  costs. 

1/22:  The  Board  unanimously 
decided  to  send  a  letter  to  the  State 
Department  of  Education  opposing  a 
proposed  charter  school  in  Great 
Barrington.  Following  a  discussion  on 
the  flow  testing  of  hydrants  and  bills 
received  from  the  Sheffield  Water 
Company,  the  Board  unanimously 
approved  the  payment  of  the  current 
bill  but  the  deferral  of  the  payment  of 
the  next  bill  until  the  completion  of 
flow  tests  and  making  a  determination 
as  to  which  hydrants  are  working.  The 
Board  unanimously  approved  the  sale 
of  tax  title  property  near  Salisbury  Rd. 
and  Barnum  St.  after  having  agreed 
that  the  Board's  goal  is  to  sell  a  number 
of  such  properties  to  get  them  back  on 
the  tax  roll. 

l/28:  The  Board  unanimously 
approved  the  starting  of  the  processing 
for  the  sale  of  three  tax  title  properties 
Qas  per  1/22  meeting]  and  the  appoint- 
ment of  Adam  Carlotto  as  a  probation- 
ary member  of  the  Fire  Department. 

-  Peter  Rowntree 


GINGRAS   LUMBER   INC. 

P.O.  Box  224 

Ashley  Falls,  Mass. 

(413)  229-2182 


HARRY  E.  CONKLIN 


COUNSELOR  AT  LAW 


342  MAIN  STREET 

GREAT  BARRINGTON,  MA  01230 


TEL.  (H)  413-229-3149 

(W)  413-528-2713 

FAX  413-528-9888 


Click  here 
www.berkshirebankxom 
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CONSERVATION  COMMISSION 

Commission  and  Wetland  Protection  Act  Basics 


The  Sheffield  Conservation  Commis- 
sion meets  the  second  and  fourth 
Thursday  of  every  month  at  7:30pm  in 
the  Town  Hall  to  review  building, 
renovation  and  land  clearing  and 
alteration  projects  in  Sheffield  that  may 
impact  wetland  and  resource  areas. 

By  protecting  the  wetlands,  the 
Conservation  Commission  protects 
public  and  private  wells,  water  supplies, 
and  ground  water  from  pollution.  Its 
regulations  are  also  designed  to  protect 
homes  and  businesses  proposed  for 
these  areas  from  flooding  and  storm 
damage.  The  Commission  also  pro- 
tects wildlife  habitat.  There  are 
wetlands  throughout  Sheffield. 

The  Wetlands  Protection  Act,  the 
law  that  guides  the  Commission's 
work,  requires  that  anyone  building, 
renovating,  landscaping,  paving, 
farming,  or  working  in  an  area  under 
its  jurisdiction  must  notify  the  Conser- 
vation Commission  before  work  begins. 
How  do  you  know  if  it  applies  to  you? 
Even  if  you  don't  see  standing  water, 
you  may  be  in  a  wetland  or  resource 
area  if  you  are  within  200  feet  of  a 
river  or  100  feet  of  a  stream,  spring, 


ASHLEY  FALLS  VILLAGE 
IMPROVEMENT  SOCIETY 

At  its  January  1 8  meeting,  the  Board 
of  Directors  of  the  Asheley  Falls 
Village  Improvement  Society  discussed 
finances,  the  yearly  program,  and  the 
last  draft  of  the  updated  by-laws.  The 
next  meeting  of  the  Board  will  hope- 
fully produce  the  final  draft  of  the  by- 
laws for  the  Society's  spring  meeting. 
A  specific  concern  was  expressed 
concerning  the  Society's  Mission 
Statement  in  the  by-laws. 

The  Board  discussed  how  to  increase 
the  Society's  membership.  Last  year's 
program  was  briefly  reviewed  to  see 
what  would  be  needed  for  this  year's 
programs  and  finances. 

Committee  heads  reported  on  how 
various  concerns  were  being  addressed 
and  programs  were  faring. 

The  next  Board  meeting  will  be 
March  8,  with  the  next  "annual" 
meeting  sometime  in  mid-May. 


pond,  swamp,  fen,  wet  meadow,  flood- 
plain,  or  an  area  with  hydric  soils  or 
obligate  wetland  vegetation  species 
(species  that  always  grow  in  wetlands). 
Will  your  project  impact  the  wetlands 
resources?  The  Commission  makes  the 
official  determination  about  whether 
your  project  is  in  a  protected  area  and 
if  it  will  impact  that  area. 

If  you  have  general  questions  about 
planned  work,  come  to  any  Conserva- 
tion Commission  meeting.  To  start  the 
official  process,  pick  up  a  copy  of  the 
"Request  for  Determination  of  Appli- 
cability (RDA)  -  Form  l ,"  along  with 
the  instructions  for  filling  it  out,  at 
Town  Hall  from  the  Town  Clerk.  Or 
access  the  form  on-line  at 
www.state.ma.us/dep/appkits/ 
forms.htm#ww 

Make  two  copies  of  the  completed 
form,  keep  one  for  you  and  send  by 
certified  return  receipt  mail:  one  to  the 
Department  of  Environmental  Protec- 
tion, State  House  West,  436  Dwight 
Street,  Springfield,  MA  01 103;  and  the 
original  to  the  Sheffield  Conservation 
Commission  accompanied  by  a  check  in 
the  amount  of  $50  made  out  to  the 
Town  of  Sheffield.  The  Commission 
will  notify  you  to  arrange  a  site  visit 
and  a  public  hearing  to  review  your 
request  within  2 1  days  of  receipt  of 
the  RDA.  The  Commission  will  then 
advise  you  of  the  next  step. 

Questions?  Come  to  a  meet- 
ing or  contact  any  of  the  Commission 
members.  Numbers  are  available 
through  Town  Hall  at  229-8752. 


Recent  Commission  Meetings 

12/13:  Due  to  the  increase  in  the  cost 
of  advertising  and  postage,  the  Com- 
mission unanimously  voted  to  raise  the 
filing  fee  for  Determination  of  Applica- 
bility from  $25  to  $50. 

A  Notice  of  Intent  (NOI)  filed  by 
Ken  Safien  and  Julie  and  Steve  Hannum 
of  Home  Rd.  was  approved  under  an 
Order  of  Conditions  (OOC)  to  chemi- 
cally destroy  weed  growth. in  their 
ponds  The  conditions  require  them  to 
notify  the  Sheffield  Water  Supply 
Company  two  weeks  prior  to  any 
treatment,  so  water  in  the  nearby 
watershed  can  be  tested  for  traces  of 
the  chemical  used. 

1/10:    A  Request  for  Determination 
of  Applicability  (RDA)  was  turned  in 
by  Tom  Candee,  in  regard  to  a  pro- 
posed house  project  at  the  corner  of 
Silver  St  and  Bull  Hill  Rd.  The  Com- 
mission continued  the  RDA  until 
Candee  could  be  present  and  answer 
questions  about  the  project. 

2/ 14:     Citing  "continued  and 
increasing  demands  as  well  as  personal 
commitments,"  Shawn  R.  Cassidy,  the 
chairperson  of  the  Commission, 
tendered  his  resignation  by  letter. 

The  Commission  followed  up  on  the 
RDA  submitted  by  Tom  Candee  with  a 
quorum  of  three  and  without  propos- 
ing a  replacement  for  Cassidy.  The 
Board  recommended  that  Candee 
pursue  a  short  form  NOI  in  regard  to 
his  proposed  house  project  due  to  the 
proximity  of  the  site  to  wetland  areas. 

-  June  Wolfe 


Sheffield's  only  radio  station 

salutes 
Sheffield's  only  newspaper! 

WBSL91.7FM 
The  voice  of  Berkshire  School 

6:45-7:45  weekday  mornings  ♦   6-11  weekday  and  Sunday  evenings 

www.berkshireschool.org 
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BUSINESSES 


THE  BRUSH  HILL  SAW  MILL 


From  the  Historical  Society: 

Historically,  the  business  of  Sheffield 
has  always  been  agriculture  and  related 
domestic  manufacturing  such  as  cheese, 
butter,  linen  and  woolen  textiles,  corn 
brooms  and  cider,  just  to  name  a  few.  It 
was,  after  all,  farm  land  and  not  indust- 
rial water  power  that  attracted  the  first 
settlers  to  this  part  of  the  Housatonic 
Valley.  But  there  were,  from  the  town's 
founding,  a  few  non-agricultural 
enterprises  that  helped  to  serve  the 
needs  of  the  local  agrarian  population. 

Where  there  was  adequate  water 
power,  a  few  mills  appeared,  scattered 
around  town.  The  Ashley  complex  in 
Ashley  Falls  that  included  an  iron 
foundry  and  fulling,  grist  and  saw  mills 
is  the  best  known.  Another  saw  mill  on 
the  Mill  Pond,  "100  rods"  west  of  the 
old  Meeting  House  located  somewhere 
near  current  day  American  Legion 
Building,  that  was  sold  in  1765  to 
David  Ingersoll. 

A  1794  map  shows,  among  other 
enterprises,  a  sawmill  on  the  Ironworks 
Brook  that  flows  out  of  Three  Mile 
Pond.  Ruins  of  that  saw  mill, 
commonly  referred  to  in  deeds  as  the 
Brush  Hill  saw  mill,  are  still  visible 
today  to  hikers  and  drivers-by  near  the 
ruins  of  Long  Neck  Bridge  where 
County,  Old  Joe  and  Hickey  Hill  Roads 
used  to  junction. 

When  that  business  sold  to  Amos 
Chapin,  et  al.,  in  1810,  it  was  a  sawmill 
only  Based  on  the  technology  of  the 
time,  it  had  a  single,  vertical  blade  that 


cut  straight  up  and  down.  It  was 
a  simple  water-powered 
mechanical  version  of  the 
medieval  pit  sawing  . 

Over  time,  the  mill  was 
improved  and  expanded.  A 
shingle  mill  was  added,  probably 
by  Mark  H.  Pike  during  his 
ownership  from  1839  to  1841.  Pike's 
estate  sold  the  "Brush  Hill  Saw  Mill"  in 
1841  and  described  it  then  as  a  "saw 
mill,  saw  mill  yard  and  privileges  and 
appurtenances  there  to  belonging, 
together  with  the  building  attached, 
which  was  erected  for  a  shingle  mill  .  . 
."  to  Bela  N.  Clark  and  William 
Huntley. 

Following  the  mill's  purchase  by 
Clark  and  Huntley,  additional 
improvements  were  made  that  included 
the  installation  of  two  44-inch  water 
wheels  in  1 844.  They  were  supplied  by 
Augustus  Messenger  Perkins  and  were 
designed  to  "Draw  100  inches  of 
water,"  enough  to  power  a  "Blocking 
off  machine  &  Jointer  [i.e.,  joiner], 
[and]  a  circular  saw  ..."  that  had  been 
recently  added.  The  small  size  of  the 
"water  wheels"  indicates  that  they  were 
actually  iron  turbines,  and  this  belief  is 
reinforced  by  the  fact  that  Perkins  had 
a  working  relationship  with  a  foundry 
in  Troy,  New  York.  The  final  known 
improvement  was  the  addition  of  a 
dwelling  house  mentioned  in  a 
mortgage  on  the  property  taken  by 
Huntley  in  1846. 

The  blocking-off  machine  was 


Barb's  Baked  Goods 

Breads  •  Ridge  •  Jams 


li.6  Main  Street 

Sheffield,  MA  01257 

U3-229-8091 


Excerpted,  with 

some  additions,  from 

the  forthcoming 

book  on  local 

history,  Sheffield, 

Berkshire  County, 

Massachusetts:  A 

History  of  its 

Ordinary  People  from 

Early  Times  to  1860 

by  James  Miller. 

The  book  is  due  out 

this  June. 


Ruins  of  the  old  saw  mill  on  Ironworks  Brook. 

designed  to  cut  green  logs  into  18-inch 
"drums"  before  they  were  sawed  into 
shingles  that  measured  18  inches  in 
length  and  one-half  inch  in  thickness 
before  drying.  The  shingles'  minimum 
width  was  3  inches  and  a  bundle  of  250 
had  an  average  minimum  width  of  4 
inches.  The  joiner  smoothed  the 
surface  of  the  newly  cut  shingles  and 
possibly  of  sawed  lumber  as  well. 

From  mathematical  calculations 
based  on  kerf  marks  from  a  beam 
milled  there,  the  circular  blade  was  44 
to  49  inches  in  diameter.   It  was  one  of 
the  earliest  in  Sheffield,  and  it  doubled 
the  capacity  of  the  mill  from  about 
2,000  board  feet  per  day  to  4,000. 
Coming  when  it  did  in  1844,  some  of 
this  shingle  and  additional  lumber 
production  might  have  been  shipped 
out  on  the  Housatonic  Railroad.  This 
new  transport  had  made  its  first 
appearance  in  town  about  18  months 
earlier  on  September  28,  1842. 

In  1851,  the  improved  mill  was 
purchased  from  Huntley  and  Clark  by 
the  partnership  of  Ensign  &  Jones 
(Richard  Ensign  and  Sidney  Jones). 
This  company  was  the  contractor  for 
Sheffield's  covered  bridge  on  Covered 
Bridge  Lane,  completed  in  1854.  The 
bridge  was  about  96  feet  long,  cost 
$1,375  and  served  the  town  until 
August  1994,  when  it  burned  down. 
Undoubtedly  the  lumber  and  shingles 
for  that  bridge  and  for  Ensign  &  Jones' 
other  projects  after  1851  came  from  the 
Brush  Hill  saw  mill,  which  over  the 
years  also  provided  much  of  the  lumber 
for  other  structures,  especially  in  the 
northeast  quarter  of  Sheffield. 

-  Jim  Miller 
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SOUTHERN  BERKSHIRE  FAMILY  NETWORK 

Events  take  place  at  the  Family  Center,  940  South  Main  St., 
unless  otherwise  specified.  Call  528-0721  to  register. 

Regular  events 

Mondays  and  Fridays.  Parent-infant  group  meets  twice  a  week, 
Mondays  &  Fridays,  12:30  to  2pm.  Debbie  Phillips,  nutritionist, 
Community  Health  Center,  will  visit  on  3/1 1  to  discuss  early  nutrition 
and  breastfeeding  issues.  Delinda  Anderson  from  First  Steps,  an  early 
intervention  program  with  Children's  Health  Program,  will  visit  on  3/ 
18  to  discuss  child  development  during  the  first  year.  Debbie  Brantner 
Jones,  a  maternal  child  health  nurse,  will  visit  on  3/25. 

Mondays.  Siblings  Without  Rivalry  parenting  class  at  5:30pm  with 
a  light  supper  and  child  care. 

Wednesdays.  Parent-child  playgroup  from  9:30  to  1 1 :30  am  for 
families  with  children  from  birth  to  2  years. 

Thursdays.  Parent-child  playgroup  for  families  with  children  2  to  4. 

Creative  Movement  &  Music  for  3  &  4  year  olds  led  by  Carol 
Emanuel,  1  to  1:45pm. 

The  Ashley  Falls  parent-child  playgroup  meets  at  Grace  Bible 
Church  each  Thursday  school  is  in  session,  9:30  to  1 1 :30am. 

Fridays.  Parent-Parent  Volunteer  training  from  9:30  to  1 1 :30am. 

Saturdays.  Toddler  drop-in  time  3/23  &  4/27,  9:30  to  1 1 :30am. 

Special  events 

Saturday,  3/9:  Puppet  show,  William  K.  Whiskers,  1 1am. 

3/1 4  &  28.  Easter  basket  class  led  by  Wendy  Jensen,  $25.  A 
good  class  for  beginners. 

3/20.  Sibling  preparation  class  led  by  Mary  Jane  Sackett,  R.N. 
3:30pm. 

3/16.  Field  trip  to  Gould  Farm,  Monterey  to  view  the  maple 
syrup  operation.  10am. 

3/20  &  4/24.  Single-parent  playgroup  for  families  with  children 
birth  to  5  years.  Light  supper  included.  5  to  7pm. 

3/27  &  4/24.  Mother-Baby  Exercise  class  led  by  Vicki  Guy, 
LPTA.  1  pm. 

For  more  information  about  clothing  exchange,  lending  library 
&  other  events,  or  to  receive  a  free  newsletter,  please  contact  the 
Family  Center  at  528-0721. 

GEARING  UP  FOR  SHEFFIELD  IN  CELEBRATION  2002 

Following  last  year's  inaugural  "celebration,"  the  Sheffield 
Association  has  kicked  off  planning  for  the  second  annual 
"Sheffield  in  Celebration"  week  to  be  held  this  year  Sept.  6 
to  15.  Activities  planned  thus  far  include  the  Sheffield 
Celebration  on  the  Green  on  Sept.  7;  the  Old  Parish  Church 
Quilt  Show  on  Sept.  6  and  7;  the  Ashley  Falls  Fall  Fair,  Sept. 
14;  and  possibly  an  art  show. 

The  Celebration  Committee  is  looking  for  volunteers  to 
help  make  this  community  celebration  a  success.  Planning 
meeting  dates  have  been  set  for  March  24,  April  28,  and 
June  2.  Meetings  will  be  held  on  Sunday  at  1pm  downstairs 
in  the  Sheffield  Library,  and  will  last  an  hour.  Anyone 
interested  in  getting  involved  is  invited  to  attend. 

If  you  have  an  additional  activity  to  propose  it  should  be 
presented  at  one  of  these  meetings  as  soon  as  possible,  since 
many  publicity  opportunities  need  to  be  booked  early. 

For  more  information,  contact  Sharon  Gregory  (229- 
2717)  or  Kathy  Orlando  (229-8789). 


HISTORICAL  SOCIETY  EVENTS 

"The  Taking  of  East  Sheffield"  with  John  Sisson.  A  presen- 
tation of  this  dramatic  chapter  in  Sheffield's  history  where 
politics,  mills,  railroads,  and  territory  issues  clashed  and  in 
Sheffield  losing  a  large  portion  of  its  eastern  territory  in  the 
1870s.  John  Sisson  is  the  President  of  the  New  Marlboro 
Historical  Society  and  the  great-great-grandson  of  Henry 
Sisson,  a  pivotal  figure  in  the  drama.  Friday,  March  8, 
7:30pm,  Dewey  Hall.  Free. 

Tour  the  Dan  Raymond  House  and  visit  the  special 
exhibit,  "Sheffield  Fashions;  Dresses,  Drawers,  Hats,  and 
Hoops."  Travel  back  in  time  to  the  days  when  Sheffield's  own 
hatter,  Mark  Dewey,  created  fashionable  hats  for  men  with 
grosgrain  ribbons  and  even  feathers.  Discover  the  fashions 
of  the  1890s,  known  as  the  "mauve  decade,"  when  women 
wore  "dog  collars"  and  when  taking  the  "duster"  from  the 
closet  meant  heading  out  for  an  adventure  on  the  road  at 
speeds  up  to  30  mph.  Among  the  Society's  collection  of 
textiles  on  view  will  be  personal  items  from  General  John 
Barnard  of  Civil  War  fame. 

Sundays,  March  10  and  17  and  April  14  and  21  at  2pm 
and  during  regular  weekday  hours  (see  below).   Register  in 
advance  or  come  at  2  on  the  day  of  the  tour.  In  honor  of 
Women's  History  Month,  the  Sunday  tours  and  exhibition 
are  free  to  women  in  March.   Members  free,  non-members 
$3,  children  free. 

"Nature  Then  and  Now"  with  Don  Reid.  Have  you  ever 
wondered  what  it  was  like  walking  around  the  Southern 
Berkshires  in  the  1 8th  century?  Would  you  have  seen  the 
same  wildlife  or  smelled  the  same  flowers?   Learn  about  the 
changes  in  the  natural  world  between  the  time  of  early 
settlement  and  now.  Don  Reid  is  Western  Regional  Ecologist 
for  The  Trustees  of  Reservations.  Don  wears  many  hats, 
including  field  biologist,  ornithologist  and  interpretive 
naturalist.  Friday,  April  12,  7:30pm.  Dewey  Hall.  Free. 

Winter  Hours 

The  Historical  Society  office  is  open  from  10am  to  4pm, 
Monday  through  Friday.  Tours  of  the  Dan  Raymond  House 
and  the  "Sheffield  Fashions"  exhibition  are  available  by 
appointment.  The  Mark  Dewey  Research  Center  is  open 
Monday  and  Friday  from  1:30  to  4pm  and  by  appointment. 
For  further  information,  contact  the  Sheffield  Historical 
Society,  159-161  Main  Street,  P.O.  Box  747,  Sheffield,  MA 
01257,  (413)  229-2694  or  email  shs@sheffieldhistory.org. 


(413)  229-8503/8038 

Pager    (413)  292-8192 

Cell    (413)  822-9667 


Pete's  Sweeper  Service 

A  DIVISION  OF  PETE'S  SALES  &  SERVICES 

69  South  Main  Street*  P.O.  Box  550  •  Sheffield.  MA  01257 
Parking  Lot  Marking  and  Striping 

NANCY  G.  BATTACCHI  &  PETER  J.  BATACCHI 

Proprietors 
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CUB  SCOUT  PACK  28 

On  January  20,  45  members  of  Pack  28  traveled  to  the 
Boston  Museum  of  Science  for  a  Camp-in.  The  Museum  was 
taken  over  by  about  500  Cub  Scouts,  parents  and  leaders 
from  the  Great  Trails  Council  from  5pm  Saturday  to  1  lam 
Monday.  The  museum  staff  arranged  age-appropriate 
learning  activities  for  the  boys.  They  also  put  on  an  electri- 
cal storm  and  a  planetarium  show.  An  annual  event  arranged 
through  the  Council  Office  in  Dalton,  this  is  the  third  year 
that  the  pack  has  gone  as  a  group.  All  had  a  good  time. 

Pack  28  will  hold  its  annual  pancake  breakfast  on  March 
17  from  7  to  1  lam  at  the  American  Legion  Post  on  Rte  7, 
Sheffield.  Tickets  are  $5  for  adults  and  $3  for  children  ages  4 
to  12.  Tickets  may  be  purchased  from  any  Cub  Scout  of  the 
Pack.  Walk-ins  are  welcome. 


BOY  SCOUT  TROOP  28 

On  Frebruary  17,  the  Troop  28  went  to  Washington,  D.C., 
to  tour  the  Capitol,  monuments  and  the  Smithsonian 
Museum.  The  tour  of  the  Capitol  was  arranged  through 
Congressman  Olver. 

On  April  27,  Troop  28  will  hold  its  annual  Spaghetti 
Dinner  at  the  American  Legion  Post  on  Rte  7,  from  5  to 
7pm.  Tickets  will  be  available  the  first  part  of  April  from 
any  troop  member  (walk-ins  are  welcome,  too).  Adults,  $7, 
children  4  to  12,  $3.  The  moneys  raised  will  help  pay  for 
the  Troop's  summertime  activities   such  as  a  week  at 
Chesterfield  Scout  Reservation,  and  overnight  canoe  trips 
and  hikes. 

The  Scouts  and  Scouters  appreciate  the  community's 
support.  —George  A.  Oleen,  229-6670 


Earth  Day  Celebration,  April  27 

Earth  Day  is  April  22,  but  Berkshire  County  celebration  activities  are 
planned  for  Saturday,  April  27.  The  Earth  Day  2002  Coalition  is 
coordinating  a  celebration  at  the  Great  Barrington  grandstand  from  1 2 
to  4pm.  Representatives  of  many  environmental  groups  will  be  present 
with  speeches,  exhibits,  and  performances.  Much  progress  has  been 
made  cleaning  up  our  local  environment  and  securing  it  for  the  future 
generations.  If  s  time  to  celebrate  and  look  to  the  future. 

As  in  years  past,  many  towns  are  planning  road  cleanup  parties  in 


the  morning.  Picking  up  trash  can  be  a  lonely  job,  as  many  of  the 
walkers  who  routinely  clean  up  a  section  of  highway  know.  To  add  a 
festive  air  and  allow  others  to  join  in  this  year,  pickup  parties  in  Ashley 
Falls  and  Sheffield  are  planned.  In  Ashley  Falls  there  will  be  coffee  and 
donuts  on  the  green  at  8:30am.  From  9  to  1 1 :30am  teams  armed  with 
bags  and  gloves  will  comb  the  streets  searching  for  those  elusive 
bottles  and  cans.  The  Coalition  is  looking  for  a  volunteer  to  organize 
the  Sheffield  portion  of  the  pickup.  To  volunteer,  in  any  capacity, 
call  Neal  Chamberlain  at  229-8288  (evenings). 


Auction  2002 

Sat.,  April  27th  &  Sun.,  April  28th 
Tune  In  &  Bid!!! 


CTSB 

Celebrates 

serving  the 
Southern  Berkshires 

for  10  years! 


Video  equipment 

available  at  the 
Bushnell-Sage  Library 


(413)243-8211 
ctsbtv.org 


Advertisers  welcome! 

The  Sheffield  Times  accepts  advertising  at  its  discretion: 

•From  Sheffield  businesses  &  residents:  want  ads;  for  sale; 
services  offered  (i.e.  landscaping,  carpentry,  electrical,  for- 
estry, typing,  babysitting,  sewing  etc.);  business  ads,  etc. 

•From  outside  of  Sheffield:  services,  etc.,  that  benefit  Shef- 
field residents. 

•No  editorial  or  political  ads. 

For  more  information  or  to  place  an  ad,  contact 
Rene  Wood  at  229-2875  or  renecwood@aol.com. 

May /June  Issue  Deadline:  April.  16. 


n# 


Winers 


°f< 


Market  Sheffield 


Fridays,  4-7 

Center  of  Town 
Opening  May  10  —  Mothers'  <£)ay  Weekend 

plants  %  special  crafts  day  %  early  vegetables 
eggs  *  breads  %  pasta  isfr  baked  goods  *  herbs 

more! 

Mark  your  calendars  -  support  local  farms  & 

local  food! 
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BARTHOLOMEW'S  COBBLE  SPRING  PROGRAMS 


April  and  May  are  big  bird  migration 
months,  and  Don  Reid,  regional 
ecologist  for  The  Trustees  of  Reserva- 
tions, leads  a  bird  walk  the  first  and 
third  Saturday  of  each  month,  at  7am. 
This  is  a  program  for  the  beginner  and 
the  expert  alike.  Members:  free.  Non- 
members:  adult  $4,  child  (6-16)  $1. 

The  Polar  Bears  of  Churchill,  a  slide 
presentation  by  nature  photographer 
Scott  Robinson.  Saturday,  April  6,  7  to  9 
pm.  Members:  adult  $3,  child  (6-16)  $1. 
Non-members:  adult  $6,  child  (6-16)  $2. 

Saturday,  April  13,  10am  to  2pm: 
Volunteer  Work  Day.  Bring  your  work 
gloves  and  lend  a  hand!  A  picnic  lunch 
will  be  provided  for  all.  Free. 

Spring  Wildflower  Walks.  Explore 
the  succession  of  early  spring  wildflow- 
ers  at  the  Cobble.  Sundays,  April  14 
through  May  26,  2  to  3pm.  Members: 
adult  $3,  child  (6-16)  $1.  Non-members: 
adult  $6,  child  (6-16)  $2. 

Photographing  the  Natural  World 
with  John  Green.  A  three-session 


workshop  that  includes  a  discussion  of 
photographic  mechanics  and  technical 
information,  as  well  as  plenty  of  time 
to  photograph  in  the  field  under 
natural  light  and  conditions.  John 
Green  has  been  photographing  nature 
and  exhibiting  his  work  for  more  than 
30  years  and  has  taught  workshops  for 
the  Massachusetts  Audubon  Society, 
the  Guild  Studio  School  in 
Northampton  and  throughout  New 
England  for  the  Appalachian  Mountain 
Club.  Friday,  April  26,  7  to  9pm; 
Saturday  April  27,  7:30  to  1 1:30  am, 
and  Saturday  May  4,  7:30  to  1 1:30  am. 
Pre-registration  required.  Members: 
$75.  Non-members:  $95. 

Astronomy  and  star-gazing  at  the 
Cobble  with  Stephan  Martin.  Stephan 
Martin  teaches  astronomy  and  runs  the 
observatory  at  Williams  College.  Join 
him  for  a  visual  journey  through  the 
night  sky  and  a  lively  discussion 
ranging  from  astrophysics  to  Greek 
mythology.  Bring  binoculars,  if  you 


Changes  at  the  Cobble 

Although  you  won't  find  Don  Reid 
around  Bartholomew's  Cobble  much 
anymore,  you  are  likely  to  see  Sarah 
Robotham,  the  new  Property  Manager. 
Sarah  took  over  the  position  in  June 
1999,  sharing  the  Cobble  office  with 
regional  ecologist  Don  Reid.  In 
October  2000,  Don  moved  to  The 
Trustees  of  Reservations  regional 
headquarters  in  Stockbridge. 

Sarah  and  Don  still  work  together 
closely,  just  in  different  locations. 
Between  the  two  of  them,  you  can  be 
sure  that  most  of  your  questions  about 
local  plants  and  wildlife  will  be 
answered.  Keep  those  calls  coming 
(229-8600)!  And  feel  free  to  stop  by 
and  say  hello  to  Sarah. 


have  them,  and  dress  warmly.  Saturday, 
April  27,  7:30  to  9:30pm.  Pre-registra- 
tion required.  Members:  adult  $6,  child 
(10-16)  $3.  Non-members:  adult  $10, 
child  (10-16)  $5. 
Bartholomew's  Cobble  is  located  on 
Weatogue  Road  in  Ashley  Falls.  For 
further  information,  call  229-8600. 


SANDRA  PRESTON  REAL  ESTATE 

Massachusetts,  Connecticut  &  New  York  Properties 


Our  office  on  Route  7,  in  the  part  of  Sheffield  known 
as  "The  Plain,"  is  a  lovely  two-and-a-half-story  Early 
Greek  Revival  with  five  bay  front  and  eyebrow  win- 
dows set  into  a  deep  cornice  under  a  hip  roof.  Heavy 
corner  pilasters  and  a  south  funeral  door  are  distinct 
features  of  this  building  which  was  built  as  a  resi- 
dence in  ca.  1825  by  Return  E.Jones. 


P.O.  Box  688,  Rte.  7,  Sheffield,  Ma.  01257 

(413)-229-2077  Fax  (413)-229-3100 

Sandra  Preston,  Broker,  GRI,  CRS 


SUBARU 

SPECIALISTS 


Since  1970  Servicing  Imported  Automobiles 


-Sales  -Service  •  Rentals 


JIM'S 

WMW. 


<8B> 

Approved 
Auto  Repair 


Full  service 
repair  facility! 

35  Railroad  Street,  Canaan,  CT 
860-824-7009 
800-229-8473 
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Real-estate  transfers 

Dec   7 

Trumbull  Barrett  to  Edmund  A.  & 

26 

Joan  S.  Brooks  to  Richard  A.  Brooks 

transfer. 

Arlene  Petroff  Grossman,  property 

&  Joan  S.  Brooks,  property  at  1 180 

10 

Douglas  Trumbull  to  The 

at  Bow  Wow  Road,  $190,000. 

Ashley  Falls  Rd,  transfer. 

Visionaries,  Inc.,  property  at  1375 

10 

Lovina  Gulotta,  executrix  estate  of 

26 

Richard  A.  &  Joan  S.  Brooks,  1/1 0th 

Boardman  St,  $1,100,000. 

Santi  J.  Gullotta  to  Anthony  J. 

interest  each  to  David  Brooks,  Susan 

11 

Seymour  Robins  to  Deborah  Reich, 

Gulotta,  property  at  346  Bears  Den 

Bradley,  Timothy  Brooks,  Melinda 

property  at  Boardman  St  (west  side), 

Rd,  transfer. 

Belter  &  Andrew  Brooks,  property  at 

$200,000. 

10 

Lovina  Gulotta,  executrix  estate  of 

1 180  Ashley  Falls  Rd,  transfer. 

11 

Brian  Shaw  to  Brian  Shaw  & 

Santi  J.  Gulotta  to  William  F. 

27 

Jonathan  Pi  I  lot  to  Shawne  Cooper, 

Kimberly  L.  Shaw,  property  at  1040 

Gulotta,  property  at  Bears  Den  Rd, 

right,  title,  interest,  property  at  414 

Sheffield-Egremont  Rd,  transfer. 

transfer. 

Bow  Wow  Rd,  $30,000. 

16 

Richard  Allen  &  Donna  G.  Busch  to 

11 

John  &  Marcia  E.  Cook  to  Thomas 

28 

David  G.  Duerrto  Lauri  K.  Duerr, 

Lloyd  H.  &  Lisa  S.  Busch,  property 

McLaughlin,  property  at  40  School 

property  at  460  Alum  Hill  Rd, 

at  Ashley  Falls  Road,  $65,000. 

St,  $69,500. 

transfer. 

17 

Henry  R.  &  Elaine  L.  Hughes  toThe 

14 

Robert  L.  &  Glenda  C.  Dunham  to 

28 

Patricia  M.  Lawrence  &  Joan  H. 

Nature  Conservancy,  property  at 

Thomas  A.  &  Robin  E.  Race, 

Jespersen,  co-executrixes  estate  of 

334  S.  Undermountain  Rd, 

property  at  293  East  Stahl  Rd, 

George  U.  Stenman,  to  Noel  L.  & 

$317,000. 

$24,000. 

Baukje  P.  Cohen,  property  at  Valley 

18 

Ricardo  Boehm  to  Lawrence  & 

14 

Britt-Marie  Hakulin  &  Edmund  F. 

View  Rd,  $37,500. 

Carol  Solomon,  property  at  102  S. 

Ormsbee  to  Daniel  E.  &  Gayle  C. 

28 

Joseph  &  Darleen  C.  Wilkinson  to 

Main  St,  $385,000. 

Duvall,  property  at  419  Berkshire 

Todd  M.  &  Jennifer  L.  Wilkinson, 

18 

Marjorie  A.  Keefner-West  to  Bonnie 

School  Rd,  $71,000. 

property  at  1 500  Boardman  St, 

Trierweiler  &  Marjorie  Keefner- 

17 

Richard  C.  Wuori  to  Sonya 

$50,000. 

West,  property  at  25  Cross  Road, 

Mackintosh-Kahn,  Trustee  of 

31 

Jean  E.  Curtiss  to  Franlin  Curtiss 

transfer. 

SUMAC  Nominee  Realty  Trust, 

Family  LLC,  property  at  Rte  41, 

23 

Jan  David  Berrick  f/k/a/ Jan  Berrick 

property  at  37  Pike  Rd  West, 

transfer 

to  Jan  David  Berrick,  property  at 

$240,000. 

Jan  2 

Mary  Theresa  Jaglowski  to  Trumbull 

1212  Boardman  St,  transfer. 

21 

Gerry  Pierce  to  Douglas  G.  & 

B.  &  Winthrop  F.  Barrett,  property  at 

25 

Patricia  M.  Lawrence  &  Joan  H. 

Catherine  M.  Elliott,  property  at  339 

Barnum  St,  $180,000. 

Jespersen,  co-executrixes  of  estate  of 

Sheffield-Egremont  Rd,  $225,000. 

8 

Randall  Koldysto  Michael  R.  & 

George  U.  Stenman  to  Laurence  R. 

21 

Dale  Tanner  to  David  J.  Callopy  & 

Wendy  L.  Koldys,  property  at  45 

Smith  III,  property  at  Valley  View 

Kimberly  B.  Callopy,  property  at 

Redwood  Lane,  transfer. 

Road,  $140,000. 

Shunpike  Rd,  $27,500. 

10 

Phyllis  W.  Pickert  to  Phyllis  W. 

25 

Laurence  R.  Smith  III  to  Roy 

24 

Candice  R.  Leonard  f/k/a  Candice 

Pickert  &  Daniel  A.  Watson, 

Marasco,  property  at  174  Valley 

Lee  to  Candice  R.  Leonard,  property 

property  at  1609  County  Rd, 

View  Rd,  $110,000. 

at  1661  County  Rd,  transfer. 

CAT  PARROT  GOAT  KOI  HORSE  DOG  SHEEP  COW  PIG  CHICKEN  RABBIT T) 
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PURINA  FEEDS  HOME  DELIVERED 

ANIMAL  RELATED  SERVICES 

CUSTOM  TRACTOR  WORK 


Ed  Hotaling 

(-4  I  3)  220-2245 


P.O.   Box    I   I  8© 
Sheffield,  MA  O  I  257- 1   I  86 
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Est   1967  TJ 

USJMftS 
VAN  DEUSEN  REALTY 

494  SHEFFIELD  PLAIN 

PO  BOX  381 

SHEFFIELD,  MA.  01257 

LET  EXPERIENCE  WORK  FOR  YOU 


JJSBVd  NBXDtHO  Old  MOO  d33HS  OOO  3SHOH  IOM  J.VOO  XOddVd  XVO 


^ 


BOB  VAN  DEUSEN  -  GRI  -  BROKER  RESIDENCE 

413-229-8861  413-229-2310 


J 


^0^/X 

e/tecfc) 

6ecf ,(&>  foeafifal 

84  Maple 
Sheffield, 

Avenue                        413.229.9992 
MA  01257            wwv.sheffieldinncom 

Sheffield  Water  Co.,  Inc. 

A  Privately  Owned  Public  Utility 

Serving  Sheffield  Since  1895 

Pure  Water  Without  Purification 


1080  S.  Undermountain  Rd. 
P.O.Box  295 
Sheffield,  MA  01257 


Tel./Fax 
413-229-2777 
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calendar 


PAGE 


Page  number  is  given  after  event  if  written  up  in  this  issue. 
TAC/PAC  -  Thomas  A.  Consolati  Performing  Arts  Center  Auditorium 

March 

3        Purim  Carnival,  Hevreh,  12-  1:30pm  (p.9) 

8        The  Taking  of  East  Sheffield,  Dewey  Hall,  7:30pm  (p.  1 5) 

8&9  Gypsy,  Mt.  Everett,  TAC/PAC,  7pm  (p.4) 

10     "Sheffield  Fashions",  Historical  Society,  3pm  (p.  15) 

10      Gypsy,  Mt.  Everett,  TAC/PAC,  2pm  (p.4) 

16  Community  Potluck  Dinner,  Dewey  Hall,  7pm  (p.5) 

1 7  "Sheffield  Fashions",  Historical  Society,  3pm  (p.  1 5) 
17     ST.  PATRICKS  DAY 

17      Cub  Scout  Pancake  Breakfast,  Legion  Hall,  7-1  lam  ((pi 6) 
20     DA.R.E.  Ceremony,  Mt.  Everett,  TAC/PAC  (p.  1 1) 

22  Deadline:  Obtain  town  election  nomination  papers  (p.  10) 

23  Firearms  Instruction  Class,  Police  Station,  8:30am- 
3:30pm,  (p.  11) 

25      Deadline:  Submit  nominations  for  certification  (p.10) 


April 


5 
6 

6 

10 

12 

14 

16 

20 

21 

22 

24 

27 

27 

27 

29 

30 

31 


Antiques  Appraisal  Night,  Mt.  Everett,  7-9pm  (pi  l) 

Fancy  Flea  Market  &  Silent  Auction,  Mt.  Everett, 

9am-4pm,  (p.  1 1) 

Cub  Scouts  Rabies  Clinic,  Town  Garage,  1 -2:30pm  (p.  10) 

Deadline:  Withdraw/Object  nominations  (p.  10) 

Nature  Then  &  Now,  Dewey  Hall,  7:30pm  ((pi 5) 

"Sheffield  Fashions",  Historical  Society,  3pm  (p.  15) 

Voter  Registration,  Town  Hall,  9am-8pm 

Community  Potluck  Dinner,  Dewey  Hall,  7pm  (p.5) 

"Sheffield  Fashions",  Historical  Society,  3pm  (p.  15) 

EARTH  DAY 

PALM  SUNDAY 

Earthday  Road  Pickups  &  S.  County  Celebration  (p.  16) 

Boy  Scout  Spaghetti  Dinner,  Legion  Hall,  5-7pm  (p.  16) 

PASSOVER  (sundown) 

GOOD  FRIDAY 

Last  Day  to  Purchase  Dog  Licenses  (p.  10) 

EASTER 


SEE  ALSO:    Churches  &  Services,  p.9 

S.  Berkshire  Family  Network,  p.  15 
Bartholomew's  Cobble,  p.  17 


Ongoing  Calendar  Items 

(meetings  or  events  that  occur  on  a  less  than  weekly  basis  are 

noted  by  reference  -  i.e.  I*  3rd  indicates  meetings  the  first  and 

third  times  that  day  occurs  in  the  month) 

Mondays: 
Food  Assistance  Program,  Old  Parish  Church,  9- 10:30am  (p.8) 
Board  of  Selectmen,  Town  Hall,  7pm,  1*  3rd,  4th 
Board  of  Health,  Town  Hall,  7pm,  2nd 

Tuesdays: 
Kid's  Club,  Old  Parish  Church,  9am- 12pm 
Council  on  Aging,  Dewey  Hall,  9am,  3rd 
Physical  Fitness  Class,  Dewey  Hall/Senior  Center,  9:30am 
Building  Inspector,  Town  Hall,  6pm  -  8:30pm 
Ashley  Falls  Historic  District  Commission,  Town  Hall, 

6:30pm,  2nd 
Planning  Board,  Town  Hall,  7pm,  I*  3rd 
Industrial  Development  Commission,  Town  Hall,  7:30pm,  last 

Wednesdays: 
Bereavement  Group,  Old  Parish  Church,   I0am-1  lam  (p.8) 

Thursdays: 
Building  Inspector,  Town  Hall,  7am  -  1pm 
Physical  Fitness  Class,  Dewey  Hall/Senior  Center,  9:30am 
Conservation  Commission,  Town  Hall,  7pm,  2nd,  4th 
Samba  Drumming,  40  Rossiter  Street,  Gt.  Barrington 

Fridays: 
Noon  Movies,  Dewey  Hall/Senior  Center,   12pm 

Saturdays: 
Contra  Dancing,  Sheffield  Grange,  Rte  7,  8:30pm,  4th  (p.5) 


SENIOR  CENTER  CALENDAR 

Items  with  * 

f  require  appointment.  See  above  for  ongoing  items. 

March  4 

5 

7 

14 

28 

Footcare  Clinic  9-noon* 
Memory  Clinic  9-noon* 
Hearing  Clinic  11- 1pm* 
Blood  Testing  Clinic* 

Potluck  luncheon  with  Bill  DeVoti  showing  slides: 
"NY,  NY  A  Celebration!" 

April  3 

11 
25 

Memory  Clinic  9am  * 

Blood  Testing  Clinic 

Volunteer  Appreciation  Luncheon  at  the 

Peppermill  at  noon.  Richard  Pelletier,  Certified 

Senior  Advisor,  on  "Advanced  Directives." 

PLEASE  HELP  SUPPORT  THE  SHEFFIELD  TIMES! 


I  want  to  support  the  Sheffield  Timed.  Enclosed  is  my  tax  deductible  donation  of 


Name 


_,  made  payable  to  the 
Sheffield  Association  Fund 
P.O.  Box  1339,  Sheffield,  MA  0125*7 


(as  you  want  it  to  appear  in  acknowledgments) 


Address 


(where  you  want  the  Sheffield  Times  sent) 


□  I'd  like  my  contribution  to  remain  anonymous.         □  I'd  like  to  get  more  involved  with  the  Sheffield  Times. 

□  I  am  particularly  interested  in  or  have  experience  with 


The  Sheffield  Times  is  provided  free  of  charge  at  public  distribution  sites  throughout  Sheffield  and  Ashley  Falls.   Everyone  who  makes  a  donation  will  in  avt  .1 

copy  by  mail,  so  please  note  on  this  form  if  you  do  not  want  it  sent  to  you  &  we  won't  add  to  your  recycling  pile! 

Donations  are  tax-deductible  through  a  partnership  with  the  Berkshire  Taconic  Community  Foundation. 


How  to  support  the  Sheffield  Times  -  your  community  newsletter 

Submit  articles,  news  items,  photos  or  illustrations 

Spotted  any  interesting  wildlife?  Have  a  good  idea  for  a  story?  Taken  a  great  picture  of  an  interesting  Sheffield 
scene?  Let  us  know! 

Send  suggestions  and  submissions  to  the  P.O.  box  or  e-mail  address  below.  News  briefs  can  be  one  or  two  sen- 
tences, short  articles  between  1 50  and  450  words.  Run  suggestions  for  feature  stories  by  the  editors  first. 

Tell  us  about  your  events 

Calendar  items  should  be  directed  to  the  attention  of  the  Calendar  Editor  and  include  a  contact  name  and  number 
in  case  there  are  questions. 

Advertise  in  the  Sheffield  Times 

We  accept  ads  for  services  and  products  connected  with  Sheffield.  Sixth-pages  to  half-pages  available,  more  details 
on  page  16.  Contact  Rene  Wood  at  229-2875  or  renecwood(S>aol.com  for  rates  or  more  information. 

Support  our  advertisers 

Most  of  our  advertisers  are  local  businesses.  Tell  them  you  read  about  them  in  the  Sheffield  Times! 

Make  a  donation 

The  Sheffield  Times  is  provided  free  at  distribution  sites  throughout  Sheffield  and  Ashley  Falls.  It's  only  partly 
supported  by  advertising.  When  you  make  a  donation,  you  help  make  future  issues  possible  and  will  get  Sheffield 
Times  in  the  mail.  See  the  form  on  page  19. 

Sheffield  Times 

l'?'£°Z  w3?                            '  DEADLINE  FOR  THE 

Sheffield,  MA  01257  ** av/tttxtt?    tccttc 

„            ',„.,,.        ~,          .,  MAY/JUNE  ISSUE: 

E-mail:  sheifieldtimesfathotmail.com  APRTT 

NOTE:  We  have  been  having  some  trouble  with  the  e-mail  account,  so  if  you  do  not  hear  from  us  please 
try  again  or  contact  us  at  theP.O.  Box  above.  We  appologize  for  any  inconvenience  this  may  have  caused. 


Sheffield 
Times 

Community  Newsletter  for 
Sheffield  &  Ashley  Falls,  MA 
Box  1339  Sheffield,  MA  01257 
Sheffield  times(£  hotmail.com 


Tom  and  Susan  Young 
312  Boardman  Street 
Sheffield,  MA  01257 


